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HERE has been much speculation and comment aver
T the past month since Pope Francis said the Catholic

Church must study whether it is possible to ordain
‘married men to minister in communities facing priest
shortages.

In an interview published with Germany's Die Zeit, the
Pope stressed that removing the celibacy rule is not the
answer to the Catholic Church’s priest shortage.

But he expressed an openness to studying whether so-
called “viri probat?’ - or married men of proven faith -
could be ordained.

“We must consider if viri probatiis a possibility. Then we
‘must determine what tasks they can perform, for example,
in remote communities,” he was quoted as saying.

“The call for priests represents a problem, an enormous
problem,” especially in Germany and Switzerland, he sald.

Speculation and comment are healthy, but they do not
solve problems.

And as Pope Francis said at the time: “The problem is the
lack of vocations. And the Church must solve this problem.”

Asone etter-writer points out this week: It is good to talk
‘and good to listen, for that way solutions to real problems
can be found.” And he s calling for a commission to be
established to examine the option of married priests.

What has the Church got to lose by establishing such a
‘commission? Or perhaps more importantly, the focus
should concentrate on what the Church has (o gain from
suchamove.




