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s amarried Catholic
A priest 1 would like to
take Issue with the
Judgements Mrs Catherine
Venture makes about what
‘married priesthood must be
like (Letters, The Catholic
Times, 8th December).
Twonder If she has ever
talked to any marrled priests to
find out how they see . Ifshe
did I think she would find that,
far from belng In competition,
belng married enriches their
priesthood and helps them to
give themselves to God and the
service of the Church more
‘wholeheartedly.
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thelr time and must meet thelr
responsibilities as best they can
within given parameters. Single
people may have to cope with
the enforced loneliness and
isolation of their condition,
which might well be an
impediment to priestly ministry.
‘As formalreligion continues
to face great challenges to its
future, the principal need of the
Church today is for all its
‘members, whoever and
whatever they are, to centre
their lives on God and give
themselves to God and his
service. Ordained priesthood
serves the minlstry of everyone,
butifitis seen as something
apart, aspecial caste marked
out by celibacy, the mystique of
clericalisation can easily vitiate
the ministry of the whole
Church, as Pope Francis has
been teaching us.
Nobody, Mrs Venture, Is holier
or better than anyone else by
virtue or beingsingle ormarried.
Everyones called by God to be
holy,to love and serve him. We
‘must all be saints, the holy
ones of God, If we are to be true
to him and ensure the future of
our religion.
Fr Robin Burgess (priest of
Westminster diocese),
London W5





