[image: image1.png]THE CATHOLIC TIMES





Letters to the Editor
14 July 2017
[image: image2.png]prieats ot Westminstor
Cathedral and soven dea.
Consonlined o varousdioces
4 Oncot hopeuly o beortained
P asthisvil no becnoughfor
e i Bl nd Vol
' those who oppose married
priests can fnd 100 men for or-
ination this autmn that vould
obviate the nood forthe pricaly
ordinaton f maried it probart
LatMarch ope Franci sid the
Clureh shovklconsercdainig
married menwhere priets arein
Shortsuppy Thad posed myltt.
erto The Citholic Tmessuggest.
ing that our married permaent
dehcons coud beontimedprists
belorel e n The Catholc Times
that bishop Crisian Holls had
Suggested the same thing
“The kdea of ordaining married
men (v probath o the pries-
hood has boon consklemd since
Vatkcan . When apriet suggest
edhis to PopeStjohn Xl beore
Vatican1the Pope sa he should
be involed in the Counclls -
beraions.
narecent eter to The Gatholi
TimesirsVerturesid herehas
always been 3 priest shortae,
Whereas there were countess
the Middle Ages until the Refor-
mation,and plenty in Europe at
the time of Vatican Il She a
ssid marriag s vocation and
usband mhst spond his time
Carin for s famiy - when most
men are ot t work alda even
Sbroad Women oo outtowork
Marriage is 4 sacrament. Mrs
Ventire has sho sadmen going

T is good that seven men
Im o besn ordained

into the priesthood know what
they are doing They dor know
Shautthelr hture any more han
those goting married.

We ieady have maried pricss
working inthis country. In Cath.
olc Euopean seminaries thers
Cre marriod quarters fo semt
narians of the Eastorn Catholic
Fitebecause they have o marrid
before her disconae!

Vatican I was sbout getting
backto the cary Chuchand the
Scriptures a3 el 3 geting the
Gl into the modern workd
The st ishops, the aposies, wers
mariedor were llaed o mar.
it the countess monksol e
Nidde Ageswio made the necss.
iyof maried cergy urnece s
" o e (e The Gt
olc Times, 2 une)sayse am
Ralngtopasson the Fk htoyeung
people, but we have been up

st seculais s pogaris
“hd oher iths since e 19705

She alo sas 10 wse icised
prists would not il the voca-
forsgapaselecicly s g
Iponsbiites orlengihy and s
orous training’. Many hicied
prists have died or ar too old
1o work even if ey wated 1,
o would bt hey
Baclengthy waining, Manyhava
doctoates. There are almos o

i men coming forward.
7 Guf permanent marred dea-
consa intlligent prolesional
e of experience. Unmarred
mature ordinands gotothe Beda
College, Rome, for a shortened
Seminaty courie. It s the young
who have  longer course which
el thie o, some

seminarie have ot aught el
bt
[ —
o
gl iny
e v e
sl
s
o i ey
s
S
Ere T
S
i
R —
[
o Dt ey
[
i L
i
SR
e
s
L
i
i
po i e
e grehvin
e
e
R e
i 7
ey e
ooyt e
i
bt
SR

basis.
Peter Bloor,
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AR C HYPHER main-
J\Y E e
Gaciringvsaions sto

ordain marriedmen o thepries
hood, and also nuns to the dia-
conate, since some already ad-
minister parishes (Letters, The
‘Catholic Times 1th July
Tewould be facetious (o suggest
that since the number of female
religious i also declining, perhaps
the answers 0 ordain male nuns,
but the implication of such sug-
gestions 15 that the Church 1s
Winding down and needs people
to manage the dectine while the
older generations of Catholics die
Ms Hypher acknowledges that
in the context of youthful voca-
tions “some seminaries have ot
taughtwellor rigorously’ but o
getas far as a seminary, there
must be a desite for vocation.
Popest John Paul Il reminded us
that God has not stopped calling
people, therefore many young

people are not listening - more
likely, the Chutch as a whole is
not preparing them to hear his
volce
Even more fundamentally, in
a social dimate that worships
Sell-fullilment we are failing to
teach children about the joy of
selfsacifice. This beingthe case,
every vocation - including the
married e - will decline. Unless
we address this problem the fut-
urewillbe one of sheep who can.
not even form a flock, with no
shepherds o lead them,
‘Ann Farmer,
Woodford Green, Essex

N responseto theviews of Mary

C Hypher, when 1 said “there
aluways had been a shortage of
priests”, T was meaning globally
and notjust Europeanly.

'Of course fthers and husbands.
must work o supportand provide
for their families.

Tf mothers g out tovork, who

cares or the young, oder children
andailing grandparents,properly?
There are t00 many nurseries,
wrap around care places and care
homes for the dderly It is sad
that feminism and the siate have
caused the erosion of society.
deally a baby should be fed
as Nature intended, exclusively,
forat leastsix months, with slow
weaning over at least wo years.

Ifa mother has several chidren,
she will be out of the workforce
forafew years, and moresoifshe
has been i1l in any of the preg-
nancies How can amother retain
ajob with his pattern?

12 child is il ften a mother
willpretend t the employer she
is ll herself so she can care for
the child, butsurely thisis amat-
terfor the fatherand not the em.
ployert

‘There s the commandment

Honour thy father andthy moth-
e Not working s not just about
babies and childen, i is about

being aware of the unsaid con-
cerns of youth and caring for the
alling and failing grandparents,
also,

Ifmenbecomingpriests do not
Know any more than men bec-
ominghusbands, whatthe future
holds,perhaps they should choose
oneo these sacraments, ot both.
Tknewa man who married, but
had thought seriously about
priesthood. The wife became
pregnant and suddenly very il,
and the child was unexpeciedly
Seriously handicapped. Themoth.
er remained very ill the rest of
her life and was on the point of
death many times.

‘The manwould have beentorn
ifhehad to run a parish, n such
animpossible situation.

Tam not against married priests
as such, and knowvery good ones.

‘Ann Farmer said In & tecent
letter that “women cannot do
everything”. 1 sgree. I chose to
give my al o the femily before &

career, and 1 would do the same
again, even though I got looked
‘down upon by societ for being
this way.

Mothers in the bome do a lot
of unseen work, such s being
aware of vulnerable old who get
neglected by thelrworking daugh-

Mothers in the home are not
wastrels, often doing voluntary
work.

Onehelpful iend, a housewife,
told me soon after T married, that
being a mother was 4 thankless
job, andno one noticed what you
dou ilyou stop.

.did go on stiike once which
remedied certain problems atthe
time.

Pope St John Paul 11, a man of
many parts thought it was beier
mothers and wives did not work
outside the home. 1 think he was
tightthen, and right now.

Nirs Catherne Venture,
St Austell, Cormwall




