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ANY student who quit the seminary
Which William King atended woutd
D tod by the Dean of Disephne:
“Vou will pack your bags, sy  briel
word of o vour cms fe-
Towa ana Teave ety while every-
one s at studs. Do mot delay™

"The xcseminaran et bchind i an
b e e
Sead -

“Thi is oncof scverl cilly pen-pic-
ures which Faher King. s Dublin
o s, ofrsiniis movel, A Lot
e, I Scmpied explanton forhe
desolte st ofthe pricstbood n re-
T toda:

"Rier the suffocating stmosphere of
semiary e survivom experence he
ko o he presnten. he remole.
e oo Fom thc pricsts and
i problers he haphazard, umdis
cusscl natre of moves and transfers
Snd e elucance of Church leaders 1
Change. e for the pope

Oncof henovel'sobrpricts ks
aradio playin in anupsta room oF
i ouse s he s fcl s lnely,
and amothr, beain tha 3 prict hi
commited suiide, s o Suprised.
S cxpecid o e ths momernt-
cal e ofGrudgery and slstion
Kiling s

“Above sl the evelations of sexusl

abuse and the anger and contempt f
Scoubsiand Catholcs bl o as
vastating bows for the many -
con, ey pricsts caht i e

"+ King,  natve of County Kerry,
who s s foue pvios v
. start i story S Pl he e
ks former seminary of s main
Characte,Fr Tom Gabvn, who has a-
ived there with his ageing counter-
o fora docetan il

Galvin recals i oy 38 a st year
st wching th tlevised aperng
ofthe Second Vatcan Conil and the
Sense o ol anbipaton mang s
Eilow semiarans. “Celimacy wil be
istry i en yean cried e confi.
dently. Anather spoke ambitiously of
buying vestments 3t Gamarelh’s i
Reme. Dasald by the gesieevent i
e historyofhe Chuch for 100 vears,
e spiried youns men were deer.
mimed,cach i i o sy, oo
e Nairene camenter.

However, the seminry made short
werk of uh eahom. Th dean’ -
£5n was wll-known: “The most m-
Portant rue i the seminary 1
Ghedience,” and any who dared to
Chalense it were iy crshed.

Even hose who made 1 irough e
hurd traiming vean quicky reslsed
e Irich ' ender had e

appetie for chunge beyond rplacing a
e altars and warehousing the oldest
Staues. King has one cristy parich
priestvam his new curate: “We've 3
[otaf overheads. W have to pay our
debis, We don' have time for fancy
ideas from them boyos n Rome.”
“The sicady and relsble Tom Galvin
is appoinied archbishap's secretay.

buthis happens as the abuse crsis be-
5. The diocesan auories do not
uige 1o him the nature of aceust-
tions made aginst certin prests and
Iatr he must face unfair Allegations
that he was paty o acover-up.

By the time they gather for thei -
reat, Galvin snd his o llow priests
are batle-weary, the loss of their ald
prestie (oo heavy 2 load for some to
Cary he ook in the eyes of some lay.
Peopietoo crul o bear

i King cbviously docs mot ses his
e xSl it e et
ingmamiedmen, having women 15 det.
consor such e, but or dos he despar
ompecit oot comspemce |
hewrits hat “the Church ol ive on.
b notinthe way that many of s have.
known it | am confident that a way.
forward will be found with the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirt” in partcular
under the leadership of Pope Francis.

"Wht the bk leaves withthe eader
isa sense of sadness, perhaps il at
e suferng of a batered body of well.
itentioned men. Fr King slocus s e
land but it cannot be much diffrent
dsovher in Europe. Could no we,the
parihicners who know and greet our
pristevery Sunday, doa bit more?

Priest are wamed against special

Apersonal view by GERRY LOUGHRAN, a Newcastle-born retired foreign correspondent

Battle-weary, scarred, insulted and lonely, the
Lost Tribe of priests as an endangered species

friendships and many lay Bk, espe-
cially thase of modest_cducation,
‘would fnd anything mor than shaking.
apriest’s hand 10 bea considerable so-
cil trial, as perhaps would some.
priests. Bt shart of miting & prics o
Gimmer,there ae alteratives.

Do we ever el our pastor tht we-
iked hisBomily, o indeed that we did
not? Lam sure most pricss would be
delighied o bear 3 hiking response,
‘ven negative o the words they have.
Carefully prepared. One priet | know
Siont disiriute the weekly bullein
unl afer Mass because many in the
congregation read it iyly rather than
iten o his sermon

Has i ever occurred o any of s, if
e are (00 shy o do i face o face, 1o
St down and writ 3 eter to our prist
‘elling him that we think he s doing.

 that he's abways there forus and

it we recogrise and appreciat 17

Or must he corelude: "Wl nobody
has said anything bad, so | suppose |
must be doing OK” before heading.
back o tha big, empty hotse.

® Gerry Loughean is a etired
journallst. You can contact him on
Gerryo69 hotmailcom

The iews i his atcle do ot necesarly
Fifict e of Nothern o or of e
Dlocae of Hecham & Noweane:





[image: image2.png]O  COMMENT Janary2018

Rk b e e e e ol

Apersonal view by GERRY LOUGHRAN, a Newcastle-born retired foreign correspondent

As priests get older and fewer, will parish
clustering be enough to fill the gap?

A SCARY headiine in a Catholic
magarine caught my eve: “What will
appen when the st priest dics?”
The writer 2 professor ai Oxford,
gave his amswer: “I¢ will not be the
o the Chrsian ith, bt it will
certainly mark the end of the
Church ss we have known it

i rendan Hoban, co-founde of -
land's Assocition of Catholic Prists
put it this way: “Wihout pricsts, e
Fave'no Mass and without Mass, we
have no Churh:-

Sucha ststion wouldonce e bean
nthinkabl, b the remeorscies declne
i vocations has rendersd a pricaless
Church fightcningy feable Between
1993 and 2010 weskly Mass atendmee
in the UK &1l by 30 percent, poople
idensfying as Catboli el by 109 per
Cont nd piests by 0.4 per ent.

Tt <hovld b no consalation that An-
licans and Nonconformists % per.
Toming even worse.

The mumber of pricsts in Brtan over
the st halfcentury peaked in 1965 at
THS7. The curent hgure s putat 5,264,

The great Insh seminary, Maynooth.
which used to cxpart new prists all
v the world, nrolld just s semi-
arians thi vt [n England and Walex
in 2016, only 25 men entered training.
forthe ricshood compared with more
than 190 in 1955,

One report claimed that in Ircland
thre are more excpricsts than practs-
ingpricsts.

O pastors are mosly i thei sitis
orseventics, cven cightis, md many e
Said o be tred, depressed and over.
worked. Thew stats, argcly doc 0 the
soxscandal, has diinished.

i Hohan remembered a fime when
prcss were unilingy admired and -
Spected “Now” e sid “we're ofen
P, patronised,rvid nsilted,dis-
R, gnored and eeried."

The preshytery pariour, where
Catholic cnce wnt e help with sven
theienon-scligious problams,has been
superseded by the MP's sugery and
e Citizens Advice Bursan.

The immeciat reactan of many dio-
s o the prictrisis has been 1 r
anise services on a parish-chsteing.
Basis, bt is that emovh

Radical opions crying ut for scrious
consideration ar: Making celibicy &
‘i of choics: ordaiming marmied
men nviing back thase who have i
e prcsthood, sometimes to marry,
and Sccepting women s deacors.

‘Ordaining women s prists is clerly
‘anon-stanc, a leas ight now, bt 0
ignore thee mulifarious alris bor.
ders cn the crminlly shortsighicd.

iy have mentioned ths beiore,
but it has stayed in my mind: A fow

sears ago | was doing a rporting job
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia The few
prists in the capital of that argely
Ruslim courtryhad gone o Singapore
for aconference, o here was a Com-
minion service o the church | chose.
Arun stepped tp o the pulpit and the
Serman she delvered was e of the
bestve cverheard It ws depressing
1 hink that et weck, when the pas-
o came back,sh would be elegated

to some sccondary .

Maing ceiacy optorsl and ardin-
ing marcd men Seem to me 1 be o
braiers and the possibilty is that they.
il e dicuseod n 2018t the checuled
world symod o youthand vocatns.

Pope Francis has hinted that e is
open to the possibilty of ordaining
mrriod men under pecific conditons,
nd two of the 22 serving bishops of
England and Wales - Tom Burns of
Mcnevia and our own Bishop Sesmus
ave backed married prisss. The
bishops'conference as a whole hasre-
jected sucha proposal, bu that was n
2015; i it possible tht he worsening
Siuation might change their minds?

The Moverment for Mamied Clergyis
calling for # national commission of
bishops, pricss and laity to discuss
ways of tackling the clercal shortge.
Hooray! Discussion i k.

has ahways scemed 0 me that cne.
of the chtacles to change in the
Church isthe lack of consaaton be-
oveen the eaderssnd the ed. There i
o mditonof sking the people about
the kind of prics they want or s
background, and how ofien docs 3
bishop hear the unvamished views of
the fathfal Mass-goer?

Cardinal Nichols s o rocord s sy
ing. 1 don't hink we ar in a (v
tions)crisis in England and Wales.”

view thatmigh be cotestedby church-
oers thumbing through this news
Shects foran availble Sy Mass.
Ttis not my remithere o cxplors the
comsequences of aChurch. without
pricsi thoughs disntsgrton of om:
umity practice and prayertul rtsl
‘would surcly be on he cards. Could it
ven lead to the decth o Chrsianity?
For pesimists who might think <0, |
would refr them 1o & Craham Greane
shortsory The Last Ward. The prem-
s is 2 wrld From which rliion ha
been climinated where thelast suviv-
ing Chrisian i the pope himsel(, 2
dodtdery old man,prsoner of the total-
taian state, who is sbout 10 be exe-
Cued.
The' General, ruler of the atheist
world, aises is weapon and firs
The Story ends: “Between the pres-
surc on the trigger and the bullet ex.
ploding, s srange and fighiening
Goutt crosed his mind: is it possible
hat what this men belicved may be

@ Garry Loughran i a etired
Journalist Vou can contacthim on
Gerryosahotmail.com

The viws inhs atce do o mcesrdy
e ok of Novsern Crss o f ke
Dicescof esham & Nowcasi





