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HERE have been many
T‘M. of caebraton pro.
Climed by popes fof he

beniof the Chusch Flow about
one wih a diflerence, 3 Year of
e People or f you preer the
Phrase & Yearofthe Latty

The word liy tends o super
impose on the Chrch 3 dide
between us and them, between
priests and people and so oeds
Hhe cercall that we have ex
perienced ave the yoas

What would the procamation
ofsucha year chieve Hopehul
& namberof things mightrsul
Forstariersit coutdoflera forum
foranechangebetween heonce
Sent majorityand e deciion

Few communiie that we call
parishes, have  parish councl
{ewer sl diocesan ares have's
diocesancounci. Therels ofor
Inal vy that eevant discussions
Gan take placs n fct, options
being o imited, orly the media

is available. When matters are
raisd there, througharticles, let
ters and interviews it is al too
casy o brush them away as dis
Sidentvoices hatcan belgnored.
Tt will be interestng to see bow
the 501h anniversary of he pub
lication of Paul VI'scontroversisl
encyclical, Humanae Vitae, will
be marked next year. A teaching
that has not bad the scceptance
of themgfority of the aitful, the
‘sensts delium wil no doubtbe
praised by a ew, with ltle opp-
ortunity for il open discus
sion. It would indeed provide &
colncidence of iming for 2018
to'be proclaimed the Year of the
Laiy,
twould be evidenceof the ex.
changeso much inevidence with
theteachingofFrancis,for ftalk
ing i to have fruit then each of
us must listen in & meaningfol
manner. The fsves of aith and
practice affect the Church first
of all at a local level, the parish
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and diocese. Frequenly we hear
that our bishops, facing an ever
incrasingsbartage of prcts, mike
Suggestions and instigate plans
forthe amalgamation of parishes,
whenfreal discussion ook place
With the people the option of
considering & married clergy
would be alltoo obvious o ignore.
Sowe stumble on unable to tak
ins meaningful manner.
Paul Simon wrote:

“And the leaves that are green
wurn tobroun,
And they wither with the wind,
and heyerumble nyour hand.*
In aworking class community
withlitleor no educationsl dev-
lopment, the cleric had  strong
Sy over the people, for ven |
he Bimselwas of lmited educe
tion, his influence over others
s enormous and ensured him
respect. ‘Father says' was & fam.
ilar phrase. But rapid change in
recent years bas swiept that iv
sion aside like a llood breaking
hrough adyke.The great uptake
oftertiary educaton, widespread
leracyand the availbilty ofin
formation through the internet
bave changed o much. We now
bavean educated laiy perceptive
ofsocial change, anxious o
partin the misson ofthe Chuch
Ve are foolish o ignore therm,
There is 2 similarity with the
medievalyears and the transktion
of the ‘Bible in to English’ con

troversy. Too much information
isa isky commodity for it might
help form opinions and the con-
sequences have far reaching
effects.

Theconcern for many, at pres-
entinapositionofpower, would
be the place of women in the
Chuch. Even writing thet phrese
about one hall of the people of
God is problematic for we now
haveexperienceofasociety that
come o accept gender equality
s he norm Our Christian mission
cannolonger come vith the bag:
gageoftwolevelsof value attach.
ed1o our ankles. We must face
uptoissues thatwillnot go awy:

"AYear of the Laity would give
us the framework for open i
Cussionin anhonestand sincere
manner. We hear 30 often of the
departure from the Church of
young people, of the stress on
family life n the middle years,
often resuling in the break-up
of marriages and of the frusira

s of those of us whose form
v years wer so greatly nfl

ncedbythe siof the Counci,
Disappointmént s hard to beas
‘whehopportunityhis been seen
ind hanlost

Out rapidy increasing under.
sanding of human sexualiy
Dosed Chormous questons
11 previous years were ot even
asked, It alone answered. Hide
vy from it f you ih, pretend
e wkvvand ey docsit alfet
you,but it docs Either we face
Uptoissues orwe getswept song
inan uncontrlabl e hatal
ws no sl pointof securiy:

I his many parablos esus set
his words In 4 famll contest
hatihe pople coud undertand.
The Chirch needs to find the
commonalityof anguage i our
o time. What bete way han

decaredYear o he aity where
il an contribteand il beneft
from a prayertl seeking of the
Lord?





