Emeritus MMaC Chair, Michael Winter, has published an important new book....
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Michael discusses clerical celibacy in Chapter 2
Michael has also written about celibacy in his previous books - scroll down to find out more
Mission or Maintenance, London, Dartman,  Long and Todd, 1973
What Michael Winter wrote over 40 years ago, about the need for a reform of the pastoral structures of the Church, is still very relevant today.

on clerical celibacy: chapter 5

What Ever Happened to Vatican II, London, Sheed & Ward, 1985
This was the author's first reflection on Vatican II, answering the question of the title with 'a firm, but far from pessimistic, No'.

on clerical celibacy: chapter 8

Misguided Morality, Aldershot, Ashgate Publishing, 2002
Here the author presents a survey of how the Catholic moral programme has failed to make a decisive impact on the behaviour of the Church's members. He analyses the causes of this failure, then offers positive suggestions for improvement. 'A profoundly challenging book', said Rowan Williams.

on clerical celibacy: chapter 6

Catholicism Retrieved, Scarborough, Farthings Publishing, 2011
This book analyses the main cause for the loss of faith by so many children of convinced Christian parents: the absence, in the ordinary programme of mainstream Christian churches, of any structured 'invitation to belief'. He offers a remedy: nothing less than the radical re-structuring of the Churches' institutions.

on clerical celibacy: pp 195-199

The present ineffectuality of the Catholic Church is plain for all to see.  The hopes inspired  by the Second Vatican Council half a century ago have not been fulfilled.





However, this book shows that repairing the damage is easier than appears at first sight.  The weaknesses have been caused almost exclusively by obsolete organisations, rules and customs.  Rectifying this situation does not need special graces from God, it is within the ability of human organisers, if the supreme  authority is sympathetic.  The election of Pope Francis has provided us with just the kind of leader that we need.





This book traces the history and theology of the obsolete structures such as an over mighty Vatican, ineffectually trained clergy, bishops selected for their slavish obedience, all of which have suffocated the initiatives of the laity.  Precise remedies are proposed for every defect that is criticised, resulting in an overall positive vision for the Church's future.
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