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More bishops call for married priests

16 July 2015 by Christopher Lamb and Barto Joly De Lotbiniere 
Two more retired bishops, including one who attended two sessions of the Second Vatican Council, have urged the Church to consider ordaining married men, while a third has said the matter should be discussed. By contrast, at least two serving ​bishops say they want to keep the status quo.

Speaking to The Tablet, the former Bishop of Shrewsbury, Brian Noble, said the time had come for the bishops of England and Wales to look at the issue. 

“It would seem that the Pope has indicated he is open to ​bishops’ conferences approaching him. If this is the case, then a way forward is to take the situation to Rome,” he said, adding: “We’ve got to be thinking about new ways of tackling the shortage of clergy. If you go to a gathering of priests today, it is like a gathering of grandfathers.”
Meanwhile, Colin Cameron Davies, a Mill Hill missionary and Bishop Emeritus of Ngong, in Kenya, who was at Vatican II in 1964-65, has written to the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales calling for it to take action on “Eucharistic Hunger” and press for the ordination of married men. 

For his part, the Archbishop Emeritus of Southwark, Kevin McDonald, said it would “make sense” for the universal Church to discuss the possibility of married priests.

However, the Bishop of Plymouth, Mark O’Toole, stressed the “beauty of celibacy” while Bishop Robert Byrne, auxiliary in Birmingham, said ordaining married men would “cut across” the ancient tradition of celibacy. 

Letters

Married priests and celibate women

16 July 2015 
Advocating the need for the Church to consider ordaining married men, Bishop Emeritus John Crowley writes that “providing regular access to the Eucharist for the faithful trumps holding the line in defence of a largely celibate priesthood” (Letters, 11 July). But celibacy is recognised as of value and an asset to priestly ministry. So why does masculine gender trump the Church’s need for priests, and why are not celibate women being considered? This solution could be less problematic than ordaining married men, and the advantages of priestly celibacy would continue.

Most experts seem to consider that the declaration about “not ordaining women” by John Paul II in Ordinatio Sacerdotalis (1994) was not made “infallibly”. If that was so, why cannot the possibility of women priests at least be openly discussed and considered (even if it is subsequently dismissed)? What is there to be afraid of in talking about it?

An unfortunate side effect of ordaining married men could be that the potential of ordained women continues to be overlooked. What, in human terms, is the (essential) difference between a man and a woman? We are all being asked to “pray for vocations”. Could (unmarried) women priests be an answer to these prayers, that is being ignored?
Nicola Lawrence
RENFREW, Renfrewshire


I cannot see how a married priest would be any better equipped to the task of stemming the leakage from the pews than a celibate priesthood. Surely people do not think there is a correlation in the decline of those practising their religion and an unmarried clergy. And when supporters claim that having married priests will give more authority and relevance to issues concerning families and relationships, my heart sinks. Wisdom and knowledge are not necessarily gained from direct experience but from observation, reflection and prayer. I have never put my hand into a fire but I know it is not a good thing to do.
D. J. Kearney
Sherborne, Dorset


Your correspondents lobbying for married priests overlook a psychological fact that our emotional forces are only converted from their natural adhesive condition to one that bonds through looking away from those to whom we are attracted. We do this by allowing God much into our minds, as the Lord teaches. This becomes most apparent in persevering dedicated celibacy. For the sake of all relationships, a revival in celibate vocation should be paramount, attractive as other proposals may appear to be.
(Fr) Bryan Storey
Tintagel, Cornwall


It was encouraging to read that as many as 10 of Bishop Crispian Hollis’ episcopal colleagues may agree with him (News from Britain and Ireland, 4 July). So what are they waiting for? Why won’t they speak? This Pope is apparently ready to listen. 
(Fr) Paul Browne OSB
Leyland, Lancashire


Bishop Hollis’ letter (July 4) needs an urgent and serious response from our bishops. We have already a ready-made supply of available men who have had to give up the priesthood for their own reasons. Many of them would be willing to come back if allowed to. The time is now.
(Fr) Matthew Hayes
Bristol
