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Celibacy splits the Church
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eadership roleor ardained ministryin the
‘Church, The nsttution i at rickof splting
‘open. There s tllsecreey ashortage of
e colbatepiots s pparent il
forcleiea opeaness and collegaity
despite Pope Francisclling o it.

PP BONNER
HARROGATE, NORTH YORKSHIEE

WOULD A SIMPLE change in semantcs
bridge the divide etween the sexusl
theorie of ceibates such a Fr Byan Storey
‘and he many married Catholics he
xasperatos Lotters, 11,18 March)?
Heplcthe st enerie oo

expostion ofdejur i e fcta marriages
(18 March).

‘Couldw define divoree s sn indicston
hat They two” had nover ruly become
e and examine second marriage, g
respectcu o themn ifndeed hat bonding.
b taken place? This woukd remove what
someofussee a scandlalous - the demand
forcontinenco in briously oving second
marmisgesifcouples ar o b allwed o
roceive the Eucharit
FLZARETH PRICE
INTONKENT
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‘Asaman, I find Casey’s
instruction to his lover to have
their child adopted, and his
refusal to acknowledge his own
boy, apart from forwarding
diocesan funds towards his
upkeep for 15 years, utterly
obnoxious.

Casey forgot the one thing
needful: be a father to your
child. This abject failure casts
the darkest of shadows over his
achievements. And all human
beings can see this, not only
women.

ANTHONY ROBERTS
LONDONW3

Celibate males only

© I'would happily and
generously have contributed to
the collection last weekend for
the Clergy Relief Fund to

support our beleaguered clergy,
but, while the Church does not
even consider the ordination of

‘married men (except ex-
Anglicans) or women, I refuse
to'keep flogging this weary
horse. T will not encourage this
‘gender-blindness, despite my
profound sympathy for our all-
‘male mostly single clergy who
are so overworked even into

Once upon a time, there were
o female doctors, no female
MPs and no married female
teachers. What would society
donow without these people?
‘Women and men campaigned
for years to right these wrongs
and have eventually succeeded.
Doors can be opened.

Being in my eighties now, I
can recall many welcome
changes in both Church and
state but fear I shall die and
have to continue my present
campaign above (or below)
before sense and inclusiveness
will prevail.

ANNTHORP
NEWPORT, ISLE OF WIGHT




[image: image3.png]® Your heading on the letters
‘page Topic of the Week (25
March) states “Celibacy splits
the Church”. Itis inaccurate.
What i splitting the Church
isthe total stubbornness of
‘many bishops to dialogue with
the people on the whole
question of a celibate or
‘married priesthood. Silence on
theissue will not makeit go
away. It only deepens the crisis
forall of us.
CHRIS McDONNELL
SECRETARY, MOVEMENT FOR
MARRIED CLERGY, LITTLE
HAYWOOD, STAFFORDSHIRE




