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Shortage of priests

25 June 2015 
Basil Loftus (Letters, 20 June), referring to Bishop Leo O’Reilly’s concern about the shortage of priests in his diocese, raises the matter of inviting priests who have married to return to some form of ministry.

In my parish, we are without a resident priest since Mgr Patrick McKinney has been appointed Bishop of Nottingham. We are told that Sunday Masses will be assured, thanks to neighbouring priests, and that there will be daily Service of the Word and Communion until the appointment of a replacement at some date as yet unspecified. 

I was ordained in 1962, served in parishes in Shrewsbury diocese and worked in Rwanda before requesting a dispensation to marry which was eventually granted. I have been a parishioner here for more than 30 years and several people have commented that it’s a pity I can’t celebrate Mass as a sort of locum. For several years we had the assistance in this parish of an excellent married, former Anglican priest before he was given a parish of his own. The hierarchy appear not to recognise the contradiction many people see between the easy acceptance of married former Anglicans into the ranks of the Catholic clergy and the adamant refusal to consider a change of policy towards priests who have legitimately left the active ministry.

Kevin J. Hartley, Stourbridge, West Midlands

The unnamed difficulty of married priests is paying for them. Priests may have as much as £8,000 disposable income but that is not enough to provide for a wife and children.

If parishioners were prepared to more than triple offertory donations, for example, £1 to £5, £2.50 to £10, the bishops could say that parishes have an excess of £20,000-£30,000 pounds each year – then it might be feasible. The Anglican Church pays a salary but living in London many wives would need to work too. Two former Anglican priests in our diocese have wives with demanding professional lives; this would also be an expectation of a married Catholic priest.

Fr Simon Peat, London sw19
Letters Exrtra

The bishop’s call for married priests

25 June 2015 
Bishop Leo O'Reilly of Kilmore Diocese in Ireland has publicly advocated the ordination of married men as priests (The Tablet, 20 June).

It is the first time ever that a bishop, still in office, has advocated this course of action. In recent years other bishops have stated their support for the same policy shortly after retiring, which tells its own story. The significance of Bishop O'Reilly's statement cannot be over-estimated.

It comes as the result of thorough consultation with his diocese, and he intends to discuss the matter with his fellow bishops at their meeting in October. If he can gain the support of the majority of the Irish hierarchy, they will then be in a position to approach the Vatican with a realistic prospect of being listened to seriously.
Michael M. Winter, London N19

Bishop O'Reilly cannot be right in proposing a married clergy as a solution to the vocations crisis, highly attractive as the proposal may appear. Experience in celibacy and virginity convinces not a few of an amazing and almost unbelievable truth, confirmed in the immediate voice of conscience and Matthew 5:8. We actually find that we grow in love for each other through relationship with God (involving much looking away from self) and not by personal intimacy. Love is through the conversion of emotions which intrinsically bond, as distinct from unconverted adhesive emotions which do not.

Our Catholic Church seems almost unaware that it has preserved this great truth for us all. As we become more aware and promote it, there will be many more vocations and very much greater stability for both the married and single, saying nothing of other consequences.
Fr Bryan Storey, Tintagel Catholic Church, Cornwall
