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Letters 27 May 2017

Shortage of priests 

What we, the laity, object to is that decisions are made by bishops without consultation with us where there has to be reorganisation of parishes (“Priestly shortage”, Letters, 20 May). Instead of closing churches and depriving congregations of the sacraments, there are other options. Here is one: When services of the Liturgy and Holy Communion were stopped recently during the week, we understand that they were originally intended only for when a priest was absent on a Sunday. 

So how about reinstating them in parishes that might be without a priest on a Sunday so that Holy Communion could be received by the congregation for several weeks or until a priest could get to them to celebrate Mass and then leave the congregation with enough already consecrated Hosts until he could get back to them again? We all understand that there are not enough priests to go round, but the problem is not insoluble.
Melanie Kan
Chittlehampton, Devon


My wife and I never miss the Sunday Mass and make a special effort to get to church. Similarly on days of Obligation. But on weekdays we are really internet Catholics. 

Every day between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. there is ample opportunity to watch live Masses in England and Ireland via internet Heaven’s Road FM for those who are housebound. Those returning home after work can watch today’s Mass on YouTube before midnight. One can do a 24-hour Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at tyburnconvent.org.uk via Vimeo media service. Opportunites are also there for dialogues and to ask questions by emails. 

In remote parts of the country with no internet, one can get a Eucharist service or a Catholic Mass DVD (including Latin Mass) from Amazon. 
Sydney Xavier
Kenley, Surrey


There is a need to remember that in the very early Church it was the community rather than the Eucharist that was the Body of Christ. The emphasis shifted as Roman models of power took hold. It follows, as the early Christians understood, that there is a place for house communities to assemble and to do as Jesus did at the Last Supper. We all share in the priesthood of Christ. This is not to deny the need for central authority but our bonds are horizontal as well as vertical, held together and empowered by the Spirit. 
(Dr) Jacqueline Field-Bibb
London N21

Letters 02 June 2017 

Paul Donovan’s article (“Mixed message”, 20 May) raised good questions regarding encouraging vocations among those from minority ethnic backgrounds. Might I suggest another issue? Those in our parishes from the Phillipines, India and elsewhere are bringing enormous life to our worshipping communities. They are also raising their children with an acute awareness of the value of education, involving a hard-working ethic and often private external tuition. Usually, in this area at least, this means they tend to go on to selective secondary education, not our Catholic secondary schools. Behind all this is the dream of a son or daughter not as a priest or nun, but as a lawyer, surgeon or some other professional life. 
(FR) Gary Buckby 
Birmingham
Several years ago, when our priest was working elsewhere, services of Holy Communion and Liturgy were used during the week. These were welcomed by parishioners, but the authorities decided there was a danger that people were confusing these services with Mass and so they were stopped. Surely, if the bishops would write a letter to the people explaining the difference, this would solve the problem and ensure that parishioners would not be deprived of Holy Communion? Such a gesture might go some way towards easing the increasingly heavy burdens our priests have to carry. 
Christopher Dove 
Whitby, North Yorkshire 
Letters 10 June 2017

Priestly wives 
Liz Nash (Letters, 20 May) reports that many wives of convert Anglican priests have met with indifference or hostility since being received with their husbands into communion with the Catholic Church.

As far as one can ascertain, only one scientifically organised survey has been conducted into the situation of former Anglican priests and their families. It was organised by the Movement for Married Clergy in 2015, and the results were presented at The Tablet’s 175th Anniversary Conference that year. The organisers were given methodological advice by a professor of religious sociology; anonymity and confidentiality were guaranteed to participants.

The most significant questions were about the laity’s attitude to the priests and their wives. The questions were graded as “welcoming”, “cautious”, “unfriendly” or “other”. The results were unambiguous: 95 per cent of priests reported “welcoming”, 90 per cent of the wives reported “welcoming” too.

(Dr) Michael M. Winter
Former Chairman, Movement for Married Clergy, London N19

17 June 2017

One model of priesthood not much discussed by the CatholicChurch (Letters, 3 June) is that of non-stipendiary ministry(NSM). These self-supporting priests have been the mainstay of the Anglican Church for many years; there is evidence that, without their support, many parishes would struggle to survive. The adoption of NSM by the Catholic Church would in no way serve to replace full-time parish clergy; but these part time, financially independent ministers could offer vital support to overworked and over-burdened parish priests. Their introduction would also help to relieve the Church of the burden of supporting full-time, financially dependent clergy. Such self-supporting clergy would bring to fulfilment the vision of Henri Perrin, who, in his book, Priest and Worker, believed that one way of reconnecting priests with the lives of working people was to have them engaged in secular employment within the community. Permanent deacons already serve the Church in this way as NSM. Why not Catholic priests? Nor is this model of “worker priests” without apostolic precedent: after all, St Paul prided himself on the fact that, as a tent maker, he was self-supporting, and thus not a burden on the early Christian communities he ministered to.

(DR) JONATHAN W. CHAPPELL

LONDON N19

In your article (“Imagine no parish priest”, Parish Practice, 10 June) you publish a “To do” list, in which the last item is “Take time to pray and to discern if you have a vocation to the priesthood”. Have you forgotten that 50 per cent of Tablet readers are women? Perhaps your suggested referendum should have a third option: “Do you wish to be served by women priests?”

MARY MINTON

ST ALBANS

HERTFORDSHIRE
