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Plea for Church to allow married priests

| Tom Lomax

IN response o the abuse crisis, a
Catholic group is renewing its call
for the Church to allow optional
celibacy.

In a statement this week, the
Movement for Married Clergy
(MMaC) said the “continued dis-
closure of matters relafing o abuse
within the Catholic Church is a mat-
ter of considerable distress”.

“Many priests who remain in min-
istry struggle with the celibate life,
and a proportion of these do not
keep the promise of perfect conti-
nence which celibacy entails. A
small number engage in sexual be-
haviour which is abusive of minors
o of vulnerable adults.

“While no simple ‘causal’ link
between celibacy and such behaviour
is claimed, to deny (as many in
authority in the Church have done)

that there is any such link in indi.
vidual cases plainly contradicts the
evidence and the judgement of those,
such as the laie American psy-
chotherapist Richard Sipe, who have
studied the phenomenon in depth.

“With each new revelation of cler-
ical sexual abuse and cover-up in
the Catholic Church it becomes ever
clearer that there needs to be radical
change and that things cannot just
20 on as they are.”

The statement said MMaC “con-
siders that the choice of optional
celibacy for those seeking ordination
can no longer be ignored. It is part
of alarger story, part of the honesty
that we must now acknowledge if
credibility is to be maintained”.

Tt added: “We urge our bishops
‘publicly to address this as a matter of
urgency, secking the advice and res-
‘pecting the views of the whole Church
in a broad and inclusive manner.”




