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LMOST at the beglnning.
of the Gospol on Friday,
5th May wore tho words:

“Itallyou solemnly fyoudo

‘notea the flesh of the Son of

‘Man and drink his blood you

willnot havelife n you.”.

Hearing that It mado i more
polgnant toread thowords In

Mg Basil Loftus'artilon The

CathollcTimes ofthe same date:
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the most neody and dopendent

of those whom Christloves.—
the waverers and sinners.”.
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the mosthungryfor love, both
human and Divine?

Elizabeth Price,
Linton, Ne Maidstone, Kent
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ARY HYPHER (Letters,
The Catholic Times, 5th
May) asks why the opp-
osition to married priests and
asks me to explain my views on
the priesthood.

Firstly may | say I appreciate
her childhood memories ofa busy
and caring medical practice with
close ties to clergy of many de-
nominations. However, avocation
o the priesthood is very differen
from that answered by the med-
ical profession.

‘A priest is not just a profes-

sional, with home and family. His
higher calling demands nothing
Iess than the total commitment
of the whole man. Neither is a
priest a mere facilitator or func-
tionary as some letters on this
subject seem to infer. If that were
50, then anyone of sound char-
acter could be brought in, married
ornot.

He says Mass and dispenses
the sacraments, yes, but is there
in the place of Christ to care for
allthe spiritual needs of his flock;
o fire their faith, to guide and

inform their consciences and to
give a spiritual dimension to all
the vagaries of modernlife. When
pain and illness strike and a soul
moves into aspiritual mode, seek-
ing answers and seeing God and
eternity as never before, a priest
is that link with the eternal.

‘The answer to our shortage of
priests is nota sharing and there-
fore a dilution of both married
lfe and priesthood, but an in-
crease in celebate priestly voca-
tions. A wife and motherwho can
forego this would be rare indeed.

‘The Churchs choice is between
dedication or expediency.

Mrs MR Fenton,

Mapperley, Nottingham

HE idea that some women
might prefer to see a married
priestin the confessional because
hewould be more understanding
of their circumstances (Letters,
The Catholic Times, 12th May) is
superficially attractive, but much
would depend on the indi
dual priest, the state of his mar-
riage, and indeed the individual

‘woman and the state of her mar-
riage.

Perhaps the only way the priest
could really judge in such matters
would be to hear a joint confes-
sion, but that would make him a
marriage counsellor rather than
apriest.

Moreover, the idea illustrates
theslippery slope potentialof the
‘argument, since many men might
prefer to confess to a woman
priest.

Ann Farmer,
Woodford Green, Essex




