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AVING descrbed the
| § By
e socatedwihors
maniad pists, Chris
McD el of the Movesont for
Manied Gy o heneed
for an T commison’
10'be “cvished to examine
e pons” it ety sup
poring 8 maried prsstio
cion we a3 brck wal
(L, TheCaotc T 1t
ety
L% remariale tht the pro-

‘posal o stablishamarried pries.
hood, offered a5 slution W the
apparent problem of declining
vocations, appears not tobe
derpinned by plan foitsfinan.
cialsupport

“There wil be no stat support,
s wih the Church of England -
indeed, this Is the big problem
formany woukl-be married clergy
converts in finally deciding
whether © become Catholics.
bec- ause they have to consider
the needs of thei families.

The campaign for married
priestsoffersasolution thatbrings
more problems than it claims to
beable 1o solve, butif we in the
West offered more support for
priestly vocations in the non.
Western wald, where Cathlicism
is lourishing, there would be
many more pricsts.

"Aid 1o the Church in Need has
excellent programmes for priestly
Vocatons worldvide.

Ann Farmer,
‘Woodford Green, Essex

Nmuch correspondence about

the need for a married clergy,
T see no reference to the womn
whomarries  priest or awould:
bepriest.

‘She would need to share his
‘commitment 1o God and the Peo
ple of God. He would need her
Reartfelt and practical support
forhis personal vocation, n fact
it vould be another vocation for
het too. How many men vould
be inclined to choose o success.
fallye

‘T dusl demandsof both .
viagean hoyonders arevisually
bars st responsiily
wile and famly,in sick
ness and i healh.
X change in Canon Law will
1ealy affect future generations
e Ghurch when e present
aisisis bngover.
'S they say, be careful what
youwidh for

MrsM R Fonton,
"Mapperioy, Nottingham
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who question the pro-
‘posal put forward by the
Movement for Married
Clergy (MMa0) - o open the
priesihood 1 suitable married
Taymen- appear o ignoreimpor-
tant aspects of what e intend.
Firstly, cost. MMaC makes it
very clear that these married
priests would (unlike our married
ex-Anglican priests) be non-
stipendiary, that is, they would
beinsecular employment,or re-
tired witha pesion, and therelore
would ot need to be provided
with salary or accommodation by
theChurch. Theirwork s priests
would be essentialy voluntary,
asis curtently thatof permanent
deacons. They would not bea i-
nancial urden onthe parish they.
Serve or on the diocese
Secondly the married priest’s
family responsibiliis. It i true
that much consideration il need
tobe given o a married priests
domesticsituation: he could not
be asked 1o move parishes n the
same ayas acelbate priestcan,
However, we would envisage that
mostmarried priests would serve:
the parishinwhich theylive. Sl
for & married man to be consid-
ered for ordination, his wife's
agreement and support wouldbe
essential. But thechim that “the
dual demands of both marriage
‘and holy orders are virtually in-
consistent’, which Mrs Fenton
males (Leters, The Cathoc Times
Lith ApeD, samply contradicied
bythe many examples ofortained
married ministersin other Chur-
ches.True,a maied, non-stpen-
diary priest will be part-time’ in
his parkh work- butso nowadays
are many of our diminishing

number ofcelibate priesks, having
to divide thelr time between
parish and other Chrch work

“Tindl, MMaCdoesnot chim
that ordaining maried laymen
willbe  Saltion o the prest
Shortage We dohoweve,blieve
That it would be & substantial
Contbuton, pertaps enabling
Churches now hrestened wih
Closur to remain open. And we
i evidence hal e areplen
tyol married menwho, according
o thelrpais priess,iesulable
10 becorne priess - many more
indeed,than our current sl
Callbatepreses,

‘s McDorinell, n s leter
(The Cathlic Times, 14th A,
id raise the ssues of cost and
mobilly - butnot s insuperable
problems, rather a5 practical
uestions towhich ther arevalid
i Teaibleanswers WAt i
orant s that ey areaddressed
Serousy by abodyrepmsentaive
ofallthosecancerbed-anatonal
Commision, s suggesied inyour
tecen Edtoral Thsbody might
1% include peopl from other
Chirches, such a5 the Church of
Engand,whichhave aliableex
pettence of  maried and non-
Sipendirycle

‘matir s rgent, as Pope
Franiscearyses Feas mied
proposals rom Iocal Churches
{oaddressthe problem-but il
u Englsh and Welsh bishops
Tespondt

Mike Kerrtgan,

Ghat Movemeni for
arred Clogy,

Whidey Bay,Tymo and Wear

T —
Ju Bty it
Columns with reteene 10 he

correspondence concerning pos-
bl marrid catholc logy in
hiscounint
[ tr——
tain o et 1o, persons
iy scepicl ot e appro-
Pitenets o s adewpmen
Fh st rom A e, the
ot tomis Feton.
Twouldlie oot wosrs-
uments that they make. Ay
Lot ik et G of
Engand gy benet om s
rgnoilsuppo
Though e Cof is by w5
bl crgysectve o st
TrancialSpposenor do sy oter
nnacis
M Foron ks ncsssary
ey of e shod e
i el commment o thets
Toshand workandsoghe STorg
Pracica oo
ool Misvica who
can the Mohers Union, vshad
e sick and poor, probibly en-
Coutsged thd uraies nd was
ity bt th paish s ong
bach arars xcepion tber ey
henorm:
ey gy s andnow
husbands - aw abialy i full
time empioy and bave o e
Tot ptoc it
[ A—
husband and wile parnersip
o b an el hing bk
hotal dergy whes sharsa en-
s o i A i
b=
Thi s onty a protiem when
nevills oppoonaioteis
e prest 3 s s -
Cinbantes s AChrsian Byper
o s iniy & mor i
s
Rov RobertWirwocd,
Tondon
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and the police who
‘guand them, consulants.

axhosptal porters,head
feachers o cassroom asestants
Can all have wives and are not
Comidered 10 have dual voca-
tonsthat revirualy incompat-
tons y incomp:

Indeed there would beoutrage
and a cry of denil of buman
Tighs i felong vowofcelbacy
were 3 prime condiion of any
Work contract and even mor
ouirage i, o maiter how wal
they were doing thel job they
wokdbeimmediatey dimissed
iTihey marred.

i pastoral ielevance i the
more.abvious in the Anglican
Driesthood where marrisge 15
Datently no bar to excelonce,
Even in conversion o Roman
Catholicim

Profesional o working feand
home-ife are o separse hings,
a3 are he daytime desk or ools
nd a doubie bed at night wilh
llsjoy and comiort.

On what vald grounds is the
latirdeniedto Cathlic piess?

“The nee to payaliing wage"
a5 Ann Farmer soggesis,or
" husbands fise duay i o his
i and famly” a8 Mrs Fenton
SatesLeters, The Gt s
315t Aprl are ot arguments
Taisd o deny marrage to any
other profession - why hen
this double standard In treat-
men of Roman Catholic priest
hood?

15 it only because it bas been
accepted dince Innocent Tl In
T 150 century that he Cabolic
Taiy see such a demand 5 re-
motely moralt

Eltzabeth Pice,
Linton, Ne Maldstone, Kent

NOTHER martied woman,
Mrs Fenton (Lettrs, The
Cathlic Times 215 Ape, opp-
oses maried men wanting 1o be
pricss. Pehaps she should ex.
Phinherviwsonthepresthood.
My family home was always
fullofcergy seculaand el o,
Comeiin et s e, bt
iny father being a docior they
ke that our ves, spart rom
SayingMass, were very amilrto
heir

T ihe past we had several
Catholic docorsnthe town,the
Surgeries were In the family
homes and the dociors were
helped by thelr wives and chil.
dren

People ang o came tall hours
oo ani o W ey b
Sood nightssieep.

Trecala pies coming to tell
s of s frst hospital deaihbed
anointing and ater one Chiist-
s hat i brother had st died
i e vascalledout o anointa
ying diverin hecabo s oy
Chushed inan acident.

Helor marid descons, hebish-
opsensur hat the wivesofthose
Wihinglobe orained areagies.
able mguu‘ e

The same would apply 1o
priess 2 they have to dociors.
Onedockrin iy makesoth.
ersst s the sons ac o dgh-
Lex st pimed by et Anglcan
and oher denomibationalclegy
fahers o mitat then

i the past in our medical
househald we oftn heard peo-
plesconfissions andhad o send
for theprist 1o anoin the dy
Riow i s o e ovems
Bapuist ministerwil doi

Riforfiness, hemedicalprac-
tiehad tocaryon st thetame,
we all had to el 1 the doctor

‘hada lengthy illness alocum was.

employed
St Paul says in 1 Timothy that
the bishop should beoTone wite
beober (ot adrunkard and his.
chikrenshould be well behaved,
Ho sl says in' Cornthians 5
thathes permited o takea wile
i Him o s misonary four.
‘Y Mary C Hypher,
Stough, Berkshire

0 address the shortage of
priests, can the answer be a
Tackof role models?

Pope Francis described the rale
of the priest in blunt terms (The
‘Catholic Tomes, b January).

While the“washing of e feet”
on Holy Thursday may be good
theatre, would it not be more
Chrstlike ntoday’ agefor bish-
ops and priests to join in the
chuclycleaningrotaetal instead
of taking their nice cars to be
valetedt

Gorard Cagnoy,
Hossle, North Humborside

R emaried gy aebre
ermanent deacons could be
ordained priests

s atpresent marred orsingle,
they would sustain themselves.
financially and could offer Mass.
and hear confession at least on
Sundays, or more often ifjob or
retirement status allowed them.

Some who are retired might
consider movingto an sreinneed
of a priest.

‘Thecurrent demand on priests
needing to cover multi-parishes
Could Iéad to burm-out through
overvork and impossible dem-
‘andsifthe situation i left asitis.

‘Gavin Fowells,
Aberystwyth
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P The Catholic Times, 28th
April) seeks further

ate on cellbacy.

Solwrite tosay that celfbacy
1s thelifestyle by which
Catholic priests try to have
‘union with God as promised
by Our Lord In the Beatitudes
(Mt: 5.8).

Reducing this great way of
life to amere discipline
deprives it of the riches
Involved and contributes to a
reduction In priestly
vocations.

Moreover, without this
insight, the whole vitality of

positive theology Is likely to be
undermined.

Fr Bryan Storey,

Tintagel, Cornwall

EGARDING the recent
comments by Fr Bryan
Storey, maybe hewas a bit
tactless about the
understanding of Pope Francls
about priestly celibacy.
Perhaps both he and the
Holy Father have this
understanding, but Fr Bryan
Storey Is saplent so probably
‘does have deep wisdoms.
Mrs Catherine Venture,
StAustell, Cornwall




