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[image: image2.png]ECENT comments re-
ported in an interview
in Die Zetindicate that

Fope Frandis Is s
poning o e mpendingcris
ocatons & wis good o e
hi covered on o ront paga
Shiinihesdelol TeCaole
Times 17k March)

The ag prfle fthos cur-
ently i iy is nesly
Sivincing the dmision .
Bearycts o o sy
rining, even If &l ere to be
eventudly ordained, e not
Silcienttoreiacs e

ormany yers thers hasbeen
2 growing movement g hat
5 e b adcressed, bt 10
o'l I would s tat at
okt bingasiedioaddrss
ety s than accup com:
Pacehor

"Wehavea diminsing window
ofopporuniy;atme wienbith:
ops prestsand ity ight come
gl o examin th opions,
it prcicaliesunpelecs
on e ey Facing th Chtch,
e i of endanHobars -
Cent ook - o il ek he
e or 17 - e becoming
100 rfenty tevan, motorsy in
rant butn B s wel

' i hat we sk ot ih-
ops o ave e necssay coura
Ehouscomersaons bod wihin
el diocess andat maonal
leve when they et ogene
5 we vk 1 parish s
parh & s memory ind e
Eoari o longe ood o e
N iag a whi back on the
wish Asictaton of Catholic
Peas st Sammis Aheame,

a parish priest in Dublin wrote:
“Furthermore, the wbole concept
of priesthood/religious life has
to change . . . This isrt just &
challenge aivingout ofnecessiy
‘butGod speaks o usin our needs.
Celibacy Is not necessary for
priesthood... Thepresentmake-
up of parish lfe and Diocesan
life is not appropriate for the
needsof oday and therefore dis-
ccts the Gospel”
time has surely come when
we should respond to the reality
ofthe Church as it is. T keep on
hoping to retun to the halcyon
days of priestly plenty - an
historical cul-de-sac - no longer
addresses our need s pilgrims
nowin pilgrim Church.
‘Chrls McDonnell,
Socrotary, Movoment for
"Married Clergy

S faras L am concemed, the

idea of ordaining married
inen'to the priesthod s &m0
brainer.

Hindividuas dontistto mar.
ty,and they want to e v as &
Clibate pries, s e,

But why vastethe aiens, pas-
toral seafeness and nhudasm
of men who feel called to ord-
Ination, but cannot xeris those

i s priess simply ecatse of
firpseriad

“These men need o Ive in a
presbytey and heycouldremain
i ek curtent Jobs, Wh says
married presthoodhas tofollow
thecurrentmodet ofpiestsood?

145 time we ll sarted ' think
outsde he b for e very uture
ofthe Church.
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5 Movement forMrrid
Clergy s misguied (Lot
s The Cathalic Tmes

roptity

i —
be ashariage ofpriee.

i whing o e prest
st b matur, s overing the
Sl iy 0 smnaryrang
o agood en

Gur Tord spoke of sngle lfe
devote 10 G, g ile
Peoplehad much o o G

T'am ot ‘ageint. married
it but gl g e
e pricss 1 nat  Sokton 1o
hesho

A armed priest would not

want his famly in 2 dangerous
Sniation, snd would prabably
wantaparkhwith a good schoal
Torhis hldren,

with major inesss or social
situatons n s fami; hewould
be tomn between family and
parih.

“Aniipossile siuaton.

‘There could be problemsofin-
heritance and 1o ecrits aval
able 10 be bishope.

‘Awilemightinflence a pries,
ot avays forthe good

A maied prist s ot nces
sarly more undersaning than
Asingleane

A egards chikdabuse ther are:

more mamked ssers thansingle.

“TheCatholicChuch snot e
only branch of Christianity that
has oy’ peaple.

“Thers are certain exceptional
cases when Cathalic picets e
marted, but having married
prists il not prevent th short

A priest cannot marry, but o
martied man could beordained.

Mostprists havea heavy work
I, ancnck of due suppart 0
priestsel cousea shortage bec.
Suseof melidonms throughorer
otk

“There hassays been ashrt-
ago of pricsts and 113 up 10 15,

the laty o doallwe can t help

prists o tha thy can fulfl hely
Gutescifectiely.

‘M Catherine Venture,

‘St Austel, Cormali

QU repart that Pope Francis
s s thatceibacyisa e

Giplne, notadogma (e Cathole
Times 170 March.

ot colibacyis very much more
than amere discipine,otherwise
we celibateswould fnd B prety
intolerable inteadof conversan
into the high degree of ove et
ineviablyresuls rom our union.
withGod.

"As e Saviour makes abun-

dantly clear in the Semon on
the Mount (especialy M1 5.8,
colbacy is vl aspoct in the
hoke Chritanlifeof convirsion
Tolove through slf-denial
With the grestest respect, |
‘would sugges that this obvios
Ik of understanding points o
thened tostudy presch and ex:
tond celibacy a8 & wtal necd of
FrBryan storey.
Tintage,Cormvall

8 Ave you suggesting that
Pope Francis has  lack of
understanding about
celibacy?-Ed
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HERE has recently been
I widecoverage in The Cath-
olic Timesof issuesrlating.

t0 the acceptance of the option
of amarried priesthood. Notonly
within these columns but else.
where thereis a discussion whose
momentum Is increasing with
questions hat require answers
Forexarmple, how will married
priests be fnanced? Certainly
Smal parish would be unable to
Sustain on present financial levels
a priest and his family vith all
the demands involved. Those of
s who are married know only
00 well how diffcult times can

be. The obvious answer would
be nonsipendiany piests.

“The movement of clergy, at
present at the demand of the
Bidiop.could no onger be sus.
tained, for 3 family would hive

Sholdat,belgnored

 the cventof the death of a
priet the posiion of his wife
& chidreh and thelr tepancy
ofpropertywouldhave obeadd.
tessad, They could notbe sked
toleave atshort notce

Nabody said that heaption of
march s wouldbeipont

initil problems as these three
examples demonstrate.

“That is why it is urgent that a
commissionbeestablished to ex.
“mine theoptions before we wach
abrickwall I s goodto talkand
good tolisten, or that way solu-
Hons torealproblems can be ound.

Chrls McDonnall,

Secrotary, Movoment for
Marrled Clergy,

Littlo Haywood, Stafordshire

IKEKERRIGAN ofthe Move.

ment for Married Clergy s
convinced that a married clrgy
Vould address the shortage of

priests (Letters, The Catholic
"Times 7th April, but does not
address the problem ofhaw large
numbers of clergy milieswould
besupported.

‘Ourconvert married clergy en-
tered the priesthood as non
Catholics, making a great a
heroic sactifice of material secu:
it to become Catholic priests

If he Church were to change
the rules, however, the position
would be quite differnt.

“Asin non-Catholic denomina
tions, we would have to provide
financial secuity for wies and
farmilies,aongside calibate priests

who expect none of this - who
expect not (0 be served, but to
We would end up vith a two-
tiered system with a predom-
nantly married,poorly remuner.
ated clergy and  dwindling num.
ber of celibate dergy - and, a5
minations have
alsowith a dearth of voc

Ann Farmer,
‘Woodford Green, Essox

 Haveany of these points.
provedto be a problem for the
permanont diaconate? - Ed




