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forming miracles in his name,
and saying it is through no
strength of their, but his, that
they achieve tis

T'know the Church calls the
priest an aller Christus, Hence
Mrs. Fentons view maybe. Ate
they true God and true man No
they are not - hey are modern
versions of the responsible dis
ciples chosen by the apostles
(bishop rank?) to be leaders and
carersofthose who want to follow
Chist and become near to him,

Hence the grief of congreg
tions seeing the closing of their

urches and reduction of access

to Christ truly present in the Eu
charist, simply because, unlike
the aposties, temodern bishops
Dot commission married me
to"break bread In remembrance
of hin This i tragic as not only
is the Mass less avallable, the
spiritual growth which would
Fepiy ench the maiy possbly
remaining years of uniold num
bers of spiriusal married men is
denied to them, and theirpastoral
gifs denied o us. Why?

Ibeieve it because Innocent
1L, in the 121h century, changed
the pracice of the apostes and
forbadethe orlinationof married

men saying (as  have quoted be.
fore, and make no apologies for
repeating):"Who docs not know
that conjugal intercourse s never
committed without ichingofthe
flesh, and heat, and foul concu
plscence, whence the conceived
Seeds are befouled and corupt
" There was of course lso the
queston of filthy lucre belonging
o the Church being used by
priests familles. Innocent Il sold
them nto davery!

1t was promised that he gates
of hell would not preval against
the Chutch -there wasno prom.
ise they would not ry. 1 believe

this s fine example of such an
effort - what good bas this rule
ever reaped A true vocation to
celibacyis a wonderful example
of total selfgiving o God, but
mandatory celbacy s a deprive
tion of the sacramental grace of
marriage and & love very far e
moved tomnmocent 1T odious
wordst Many thousandsofpriests
have lef the priesthood down
the ages because they know they
need that love. This tragedy stll
continues andis I beleve wrong:
Iconsidered a betzayal -ofwhat?
Elizabath Price,
Linton, Ne Maidstone, Kent
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: the “tragedy of priests
R leaving the priesthood in

order to marry”, priests
had chosen their vocations in
the first place knowing well the
situation.

Ifpriests are older rather and
‘mature when they are ordained,
they should know their own
minds when making such a
decision.

Maybe priests are leaving the
priesthood to marry, but the

ones who remain are steadfast
and strong and perhaps It is
better to have fewer but
resolute priests rather than
‘many who are not.

What concerns me s that
extremely young priests might
have had undue influence put
‘upon them to become priests.
‘This s not so likely to be so.
‘with older new recruits.

Mrs Catherine Venture,
StAustell, Cornwall
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fluid. Physicians with limiteq
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were iding their patients of nox.
e
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ment in physical and mental care
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Today it looks as if Church Au-
thorities are caught up in a time
warp. They do not seem to have

taken to heart that the ‘world’
can at times be a very dangerous
and alluring place. In Christ’s day
Ronan society was dissolute, but
Christ helped his followers to deal
with some of the problems, even
if it meant jgnoring Jewish tradi-
tional teaching.

‘Wehave gota shortage of physi-
cians and while waiting for the
services of medical personnel and
Consultants, the short fall s being
supplied by the skills of pharma-
cists/nurses, etc. The Church, in
an effort to make up for a lack of
priests, arranges for much of their
workto fall to Deacons and Evan-

gelists. Their workis sincerelyap-
preciated, bu, like medical co-
workers,they can only do so much.
While those vitalto the celebration
of the Eucharist and the rite of
Confession are lacking, even such
aids as the distribution of pre-
consecrated Hosts in the context
of the Readings for the Day has
becn cancelled and General Con.
fession with Absolution forall save
grave sins has been set aside.
Fromits foundation the teach-
ing of the Church was that Sanc-
tifying Grace was essential to the
life of the soul. To wait for a cel
bate priesthood ‘untainted’ by

marriage s like refusing water to
a child because it has not been
fltered. It s only being suggested
that marriage might be an option
fora priestafter ordination should
he feel the need of support work-
ing in a sometimes very murky
word. Married men with a true
vocation should be trained and
admitted to parish ministry as
5000 as possible. So much of the
world is ‘good, but oblivious of
all Christ has o offer. Were we to
wait much longer, the Church
would indeed be a Holy Clique,
turning its back on the needy.
Y¥vonne Fox, Salishury
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