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                   THE  POPE  CHANGES  GEAR

It all started when Bishop Erwin Kräutler had an audience with the Pope, together with Father Paulo Suess,the Director of the Brazilian Indian – Mission council. They were discussing the catastrophic shortage of priests in the Amazon region, and other remote parts of Brazil. Bishop Kräutler is responsible for 800 local communities, but has only 27 priests to serve them. In a subsequent interview with the Austrian daily paper Die Presse, the bishop reported that the Pope requested confident and courageous initiatives for a solution, from the Brazilian bishops’ conference, for the sake of pastoral care in the future . 
The bishop considered that it is highly probable that a commission will be formed in order “to catch the ball”. This, he thought, would surely result in a recommendation to de-couple Celibacy from the celebration of the Eucharist. Bishop Kräutler also stated that the Pope was very open about it, and wanted to set a process in motion. (Source: the Vienna based monthly, Kirche In, July issue.) 

The importance of this meeting cannot be over – stated. There are good reasons for supposing that in  the immediate past, the popes had forbidden bishops’ conferences to discuss the question, other than to devise methods of strengthening the existing rule. The present situation shows Collegiality functioning properly. It is theologically false to suppose that all Church initiatives must come from the pope. 

There is another equally important practical consideration. As the law of celibacy has stood since the 12 th century, (admittedly only in the Latin Church), it would be difficult psychologically for it to be altered universally in one move. The Brazilian situation allows for a gradual approach. The first practical steps will probably come from regions where the priest / layperson ratio is the most disastrously unbalanced, like Bishops Kräutler’s diocese. Countries, like Poland perhaps, where priests are plentiful, and the collective outlook is conservative, might well adopt it later.

The Pope’s attitude towards Brazil’s situation was confirmed, when he was interviewed by La Reppublica early in July. When asked if priests might one day be allowed to marry, he pointed out that celibacy was instituted 900 years after our Lord’s death. “There is a problem”, he said, “but it is not a major one. This needs time but there are solutions and I will find them”. 

AND  IRELAND  IS  NOT  FAR  BEHIND

In 2002 Ireland had 3,203 secular priests. By 2012 the number had shrunk by 13% to 2,800. The archdiocese of Dublin has 199 parishes, but only two priests are below 40 years of age! Etc. The Association of Catholic Priests sought a meeting with the bishops, which they agreed to, and it took place on June 4 th. After discussing the statistics the priests put forward several possible remedies, the first of which was that they should ordain married men of proven responsibility and virtue.

     The bishops gave no positive undertakings. However they should be given credit for being willing to discuss the matter realistically with the representatives of the priests.  (Source: The Irish Times, 5th July 2014).
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REPORT ON THE AGM


The meeting was held on 25 th June in the beautiful refectory of the Carmelite priory in Kensington. The usual reports were received. There was one vacancy on the committee, and one member did not stand for re-election. The committee now comprises:- Robert Hughes (Tres.) Michael Kerrigan, Christopher McDonnell ( Sec.), Elizabeth Price, Fr. David Standley, Pamela Wearing & Michael Winter (chair).


The most interesting part was the Symposium, led by an Anglican non-stipendiary priest, Fr. Raymund Sams. He supports his family by his pension from his former job. He does not live in any of the parishes under his care.(There are three of them). He spends time with his family without neglecting the pastoral care of his parishes. Catholics please take careful note FOR FUTURE REFERENCE !


[Copies of the minutes may be obtained by sending  s.a.e. to the Secretary ,C. McDonnell 


1 High Chase Rise, Little Heywood, Staffs. ST18 0TY].

AUSTRIAN BISHOP & CELIBACY


Bishop Helmut Krätzl,  former auxiliary  


of Vienna, gave two interviews to the press on the occasion of his Golden Jubilee. He warned “We are silently accepting the scarcity of the Eucharist- - - - - because we are not prepared to change admission to the priesthood.- - - - - - We must open new doors including that of discussing priestly celibacy”.


[Source: The Tablet, 28 June 2014].


SCOTLAND: CATASTROPHIC  DECLINE IN PRIEST NUMBERS.


In 1977 the archdiocese of Glasgow had 285 secular priests. 36 years later, in 2013 the number had fallen to 85.


    No comment needed! And the remedy is equally clear- geddit?


THE GREAT UNMENTIONABLE


I trust that no one will be offended if I mention er, er. well, Money.I am sure that most readers will have paid the annual sub. If not, the Treasurer still lives at 11 Lawrence Leys, Bloxham, nr. Banbury Oxon. OX15 4NU ! 


IF IT SHOULD HAPPEN that a psychoanalyst might read this newsletter, could he or she please enlighten me, as to how the intelligent administrators in Rome give absolute priority to preserv-


ing the man-made rule about clerical celibacy, even if it means denying the laity regular access to the divinely authorised Mass and the sacraments?  


IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENT !!


After many years, MMaC now has a local group, thanks to the initiative of Mike Kerrigan. The inaugural meeting took place in Jesmond on July 9th . It had been well publicised, notably in the dioc-esan newspaper Northern Cross, with the result that 75 people came. There were not enough chairs to seat everyone, and even the Northern Cross rep had to stand!


    Short speeches were made by Fr. Michael Campion, saying that married deacons were not a replacement for married priests. Paul Southgate, a former cleric, now married stressed how his narrow clerical activity had been immensely broadened after resigning. Maureen Robinson, the widow of a priest pointed out how married priests would need to be self supporting with ordinary jobs. Finally Mike Kerrigan spoke specifically about MMaC and its vision.


   Open discussion followed, which included a key suggestion that local surveys of opinion should be taken and then collated for presentation to the bishop, as evidence as to how the laity would view the introduction of married priests. A show of hands indicated that of the 75 people present only one person opposed the idea that suitable married men should be ordained as priests. We wish the nascent group all success.


THIS NEWSLETTER has been produced for MMaC by Michael Winter, 13 Foxham Rd., London N19 4RR, who is responsible for the opinions expressed herein.  



