[image: image1.png]8 COMMENT Srnearnseess

www.northerncross.org.uk

w

[BACK in 1969, German pries pre-
diced  cruciy painta faure for
the Cathotc Charch.

il have 10 count on femfe up-
hesals

“The Church will m longer b sble
o inhabit many of the cdifces sh buit
i prosperity Asthe mumber ofher ad-
hercntsdiminishes,she will s many
of o ocapriviges.

A% 3 small scicty, she will make
much Biggerdemandson the iniatives
O her members”

Remorselesl, b drove on: Tt will
e ard going fo the Chuach becatse.
the processofclarification wil csther
much vahusbiccnergy: twil make her
poor and cause her to become the
Chrch o the meck. The process wil
belong and wearsome.

“This, remermber, was 1969, long be-
fore the sexabuse seancals which have
50 damaged the Charch wer: widely
novn, though perhaps the pricst was
factorng in burgconing dissent from
Hamanie Vie,Pope Paul VI's reat.
Firmation o th ban on srifcil brth
control,isued only & few mnthscar-
Ter

How far has his pcturs of @ crum-
bling Chuach proved re?
‘Clnanly, many of his dire prodic-

ioms wereon target.

‘Sunday Mas atendances in
droppet fom 37 per cnt n 1980 1030
per cent. in 2015, and are probably
ety in i Amcrics e ik
as becn from 52 per cent 10 39 per

Fige swathes of the laity have re-
jected Church taching on contricep.
‘ion and many young pecple ignore.
raditions|Cathol ¢ norms on marsge.
Snd chsti:

Religions vocations are drying up,
the practice of confession i3 on the
Wank, and how many of our tcnage
children or randchildren would give
‘up Sunday morming foothal or a le-in
g0t Mass?

‘Asthe pricstprophcsid, many of our
big, ety churches s for e and.
for bur palical pover or socisl
Standing, who in sccula socicty cares
what ou bishops say?

"Saarewe doomed? Isthis The End?

Lt s g0 astcp further” wped our
pristly Soothayer.“From th crisis of
Today, the Church of tomorrow wil
cmeric. a Church that has Lot much.
She wil become small snd have to
Sart iesh,mare o les fom the be.
sioming.

i contrast to an carie age, the
Chirch wil be een more ¢ 3 vohn.
ry socit, otered oy by s deci-

“Undoubtedly it will discover new
foms of minisry and will ordin o
the pricsthood approved Cirisians
who pursue some rofession. n many
smaller congregations or in self-con.
aincdsocial roups. pastoal care will
ormaly be provided in this fashion.

Alongside tis, the flltime ministry
ofthepricsthond il be indispensable
5 o

“The Church will be 3 more st
Churh, not presuming vpon  poltical
mandat, g 35 Tele Wit LoR as
withihe Right - the processwillbe all
e mare srdnous because sectaran
o mindedness and porpos Sif.
Sl will e 10 b shed.

“The process il b long snd weari-
Some.. bt hen he sl o ths S
s pasi  grea power will flow from a
more spirimalscd and_simplified
i, What il rmmain o th end
ot the Church of the politcal cuit,
which i dead alady, but the Church
o .

It may no longer be the dominant
social pawer o the extent that it was,
bt it Sl enjoy & reh Blossaming
i be scen a5 man' hom, whers he
il ind hope bevond death. The
Cathole Chugeh wil sarove m spitc
of womenandmen, notnecessarily be-
Canke ofthem.”

“Some of you may have guessedatthe
identity of this Geman prest, tbers
ma have thought he scntmcrts to0
ke those usually ascmbed 1o him
Butyes, it theforme Father Fancis
Rainger, then <5, who in time be-
Came Pope Benedict XV1

Benedict, though one secn as a re-
forming theologian, hecams mare con-

A personal view by GERRY LOUGHRAN, a Newcastle-born retired foreign correspondent

Closed churches, small numbers, big upheavals...
1 this be the future of the Catholic Church?

servative in later lfe Thus, like me,
S may have been supried to e
him alking o the possibilty of some
Kind of werker phcsts — “approved
Christians who pursuc some profes-

Itis cncouraging to bear a Church
ader of such auority (he s sill our
Pope Emeritus remember) sare reality
i face and declam that we msk
row, small before we can grow b

again

o do this, there must be an honest
acknowledgment hatthe old ystem is
broken, that praying for pristy voca-
Gons 1 ail very well, but we should.
begin ordaining mairied men, and.
hopefully in tme, women.

R dmimaion of power poliics
and th cerainy of poverty, this al_
ey souns ke P Francis with
e dtast for Vatican fummery and.
his demands that pastors “smell the
sheep”

Pefhaps this new Church i alrady.
omits way, rat lcst the groundvork
being lad, however unitingy.

@ Gerry Loughranis a rcired
Journalist. You can contact him on
Gerryosda hotmailcom
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