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0, you didn’t mis-read the
headline: this is what some
- of our leaders are saying. De-

contrary.
in priest numbers: down almost 50 per
cent in the last 20 years. Despite the
huge slump in ordinations: down by .
period. Despite the rising percentage
of retired priests: now well over a quarter
of diocesan priests, compared with haif
that proportion two decades ago. Des-

those still active: in one diocese, more
than half the active priests are over 60 -
a pattern likely to be typical. Despite
predictions of even steeper falls in priest
numbers over the next 20 years: one
diocese envisages that by 2030 it will
have fewer than half the active priests
it has now - also probably true of most

other dioceses. Despite the fact that an
increasing number of priests now have
to serve more than one church - or to
put it another way, fewer and fewer
parishes have their ‘owr! priest exclu-

sively for them. Despite the fact that
nowadays almost all diocesan priests:
must live on their own, a situation

which, unlike hermits, they did not
choose, and one which can hardly be
described as ideal. Despite a Catholic
population which is actually rising:
granted Sunday mass attendance has

fallen, but not as rapidly as priest num-

bers —and surely the 'lapsed’ also need
priests? Despite the fact that many

priests now serving in our parishes we already have too few priests —

were not born or trained here, but have
been poached from other countries
- So what is the evidence that there

of priest to people' ~and s being used Britain has even more force virtu
to justify opposition to any change in everywhere else in the Catholic wo

the law of mandatory celibacy, which'

s

spite all the evidence to theT B ST T o
Despite the steep reduction ke Kerrigan questions why Britain’s bishops appear
fo be unwilling to consider ordaining suitable married men
| | S S e RSt o s st es s s CHUTCHES COMING forward with imagi-
more than 60 per cent over thesame -~ .. S el S B native proposals to 11 ' 7
-might enable the ordination of suitable snough priests to serve the churches
‘married men as one way to increase
‘vocations to the priesthood. But even
- ifthese statistics don't lie, they do simply
pite the rapidly rising age-profile of
by ‘shortage’? Relative to the situation
- when Iwas a boy, when the two sizeable

priests between them, I note that now
~each has only one -and that two other
- parishes in that city are now served by

~other northern town, all seven former stantial role than before — and this will

-with just three priests to go round the
surviving mass centres. And in other

~ Although we in the ‘developed world”

parts of Africa or South America, veint |
this mean that we in Britain are well are suitable and - were the Church to

parishes in the way we have been u
-~ to.Unless, of course, you argue that in would be volunteers ~ as permanent
“So what is the ev » , is the past we in Britain once had too deacons are = so the Church would
no shortage? Well, Vatican statistics many priests! oh' incur no significant extra costs. Tt
show that, in terms of ratios of lay British figure demonstrates is that most would, of course, be other practical iss-
Catholics per priest, Britain has one of of the Catholic world is even wo ' it ‘
the lowest. This has been translated as than us! And that the argument
a claim that Britain has ‘a high number change which we advocate

:The plain fact is: we do not have ‘many other

...................................................................................................................................................

similar shortage (in Germany and even

K'N G : P l N T = - Poland, for example, ordinations have
= N . ~ - halved in a decade). o

-' - © - So why is the Church in Britain re-

fusing even to seriously consider this
option? Pope Francis could not have

made plainer his desire to see local

" native proposals to meet their particular
needs - he said this precisely about priest
and parishes we have, And the ‘solution’ shortage in Brazil. Why won't our bish-
we are being offered is to amalgamate ops take up his invitation and at least
them into ‘mega-parishes’ and to close establish a commission to consider the
churches. But many of our traditional matter ~ as the Brazilian bishops have
parishes have always been too big to be done, and as an Irish bishop has urged
real communities —if by community we his fellow bishops to do? Why do they
mean an assembly where most people persist in hoping against hope that celi-
know each other. Creating even bigger bate vocations will somehow revive,
units will just make matters worse. True, when it is clear that they will not?
because we shall have fewer priests the  The evident and worsening shortage
laity will have to accept a more sub- of vocations to the celibate priesthood
is a powerful reason why our Church
must change. It is not the only, or even
provide the central element of our faith the most important reason why married
: life: the Eucharist. And in these mega- people should be able to be priests:
dioceses (for example, Lancaster or St parishes, many people will have further their experience would enrich our cler-
Andrews and Edinburgh) where signif- to travel to attend Mass - a Mass cele- gy's manifestly limited understanding
icant closures and amalgamations of brated by a priest whom they probably of sex, marriage and family life. Indeed,
parishes have been announced, it is hardly know and who hardly knows marriage is, as our Church has long ac-
made very clear that the increasing them. This cannot be the way forward! knowledged {encyclical Casti Connubii,
shortage of priests is the key reason for 1930), an inalienable human right for
e T om a recent. all. But shortage is the most urgent arg-
that there are plenty of mar- ument for change, and ordaining mar-
| ried laymen, faithful and ac- ried men could make a substantial first
does tive in their service of the Church, who contribution to remedying that shortage.
After all, Canon Law (Canon 233) places
-on bishops especially the responsibility
‘of providing enough priests for their
‘people. But it extends this duty to the
‘entire Christian community, so why
are our bishops not finding out what
‘we, thelaity, think?
~How can Church leaders in our coun-
try deny the clear evidence of shortage ~
and of the need to explore new ways to
confront it? Are they in denial? Or just
so frightened by any change that they
cannot even think seriously about it?

beg the question: what do you mean

parishes I attended had at least seven

religious, not diocesan priests. In an-

parishes have been merged into one, be a good thing. But lay people cannot

such reorganisation. -

» e know, from a recent survey,

may be better provided for than many

provided for? No: as all the changes permit it — might volunteer to be or-
listed in the first paragraph clearly show; dained priest. They would not, of course,
ve already have - and be full-time priests ~ but they would at
soon will have far too few - to staff our least be able to provide the staple food

sed of our faith, the Sunday Eucharist. They

No, all that this ‘high® incur no significant extra costs. There
rse off ues to consider = but the Catholic
for the Church in Britain already has experience
here in in this field, with the many convert

ally married ex-Anglican priests. It could

1ld. be a leader, showing the way to the
national hierarchies facing

W Mike Kerrigan chairs the -
Movement for Married Clergy
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VI iz
elibacy on all clergy in 1124 who
isked: “Who does not know that
Sl
itied withoutitching of the flesh

and foul concuplscence, whence
tho conceived seeds are befouled

and cormupted?”
Whilst everyone adrires vol-
untary celibacy as a tota sell
surelya call

Young men now thinking of the
priesthood, unilke Inocent 11l
are well aware of the bencfls of
a stable marmage, as indeed are
the many priests who sadly have

1o leave the priesthood because
thy laterrealisethe depth o their
emotional needforaspouse. With
moden knowledge Innocent Il
might have spoken very differ-
enty,

Lasty asa postscript i ansuver
1o MrMichal Pearcesloter (Tho
Catholic Times, 16h November)
my thinking (forwha t s wordh)
entitely accords with that of Mgr
Basil Loftus’ artcle o the same

dato. “Ubi carttas et amor; Deus
iblest

Myt tut” was notsuggesting
a couple might not be living as
brother and sister when they say
they are, but how can we know
they have made that decision and
therefore not be“scandalised s
We see them approaching the al-
tar? 1 for one object to such a de-
mand ever being made a3 a con-
dition for recelving the Bucharist,

s Mg Lofus quotes Cirdinal
Kaspar, “not admission but the.
denial of the sacraments i cre-
atingscandal’.

1 feel that ought (0 apply too,
o priests who wanl 10 recive.
the sacrament of matrimony, or
holy orders 0 suiable devout
‘married menwho want 1o be or-
dained.

Elizabeth Price,
Linton, Nr Maidstone, Kent




[image: image3.emf]
[image: image4.emf]
[image: image5.emf]
[image: image6.png]Gift of priestly
celibacy is only

granted to some

S the writer of the article
(‘Britain is not short of
priests’, Talking Point,
The Catholic Times, 4th
November 2016), to which several
letters in this column have since
responded, I was about to put
fingers to keyboard myself. That
was before I read Rev Robert Nor-
wood’s letter (16th December),
which says all I wanted to say
and more.

Still, may I take issue with one
small detail: it is Jesus himself who
tells us, about the gift of celibacy,
that “it is not everyone who can
accept what I have said, but only
those to whom it is granted” (Mt
19:11). In the context, this saying
of Jesus can certainly not be taken
to imply that all those who have
a vocation to priestly ministry in
the Church must be celibate -
indeed one might argue that only
those who know themselves to
have received this special grace
should undertake life-long, celi-
bate continence.

Similarly, I agree with Martin
Elsworth (16th December), but just

one quibble: many of those in fav-

our of the relaxation of the law of
celibacy are, in fact, “old ladies,
male and female” — the Vatican II
people who, until Pope Francis,
despaired of ever seeing the full
fruits of that Council. Perhaps it is
younger Catholics, lay and clerical,
who show, in many cases, the ‘rig-
idity’ of which Francis complains.

One final point: Rev Norwood
points out, rightly, how the many
former Anglican priests are bring-
ing the Eucharist to parishes which
might otherwise be deprived. One
could say the same of the even
more numerous foreign-born
priests serving in the UK. Plus
the many priests who, though off-

icially — and deservedly - retired,

continue to do substantial parish

work. Without these three con-

tributions, the present shortage
would be far, far worse.

Mike Kerrigan,

Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear

T the end of his superb letter

(16th December) answering
Mrs Catherine Venture’s plea for
clerical celibacy, Rev Robert Nor-
wood questions my assumption
that celibacy is “a calling for the
few”. My answer to him is twofold
— nature and scripture. Perhaps
one of the most moving modern
revelations of the glory of God’s
creation are TV wild life pro-
grammes, particularly of birds.
After spectacular courtship rituals

some mate for life, others part

and re-join each other in the same
place each year. Others, like the
cuckoo, seem utterly immoral!

What of humankind? It is from
Gen. 2:18-24 that we learn of
God’s intention for man: “It is not
good for man to be alone.” These
words are echoed by Christ him-
self in Mt.19:4-6 with the corollary
that the consequence of being
one flesh: “They are no longer
two but one flesh.”

Just as some birds are de81gned
to mate for life, so are the majority
of humans. But then comes the
pertinent bit: “Some are born eu-
nuchs, some are made so by man,
and some become so for the king-
dom of God.” Since Innocent III,
I would add: “Some are com-
manded to be so to enter and re-
main in the priesthood.”

In past centuries boys were cas-
trated to preserve their voices to
sing in the Sistine Chapel choir.
Today this would be regarded as
criminal assault. I have heard

some compare mandatory celiba-
cy to emotional assault. This is
why I say that “becoming a eu-
nuch for the kingdom” is a calling
for the few. Those who choose it
freely out of a deep love for God
are very special people.
However, I believe that those
who are commanded to live as
eunuchs when they are still in
possession of full masculinity are
having to live a life for which
God, in nature as stated in Genesis,
reiterated by Christ, were never
physically and emotionally design-
ed. Hence the tragedy of thousands
of excellent priests who are driven
from office on marriage for which,
after ordination, they realise they
have an additional vocation; and
the denial of priesthood to mar-
ried men who have as clear a pot-
ential pastoral capacity as convert
Anglican clergy.
Elizabeth Price,
Linton, Near Maidstone, Kent

HATEVER his views on the

advisability of allowing all
our clergy to be married, there is
no need for Martin Elsworth to
insult those who have chosen to
serve us at great personal cost to
themselves.

Mr Elsworth supports amarried
clergy mainly, it would seem, based
on the dearth of vocations, but
Christian denominations that allow
married clergy suffer from a similar
dearth, therefore a better solution
would be to promote vocations.

We in the laity can do our part
in encouraging those vocations —
not by abusing our clergy, but by
showing our appreciation and sup-
port for those much under-valued
priests with whom we are blessed.

Ann Farmer,
Woodford Green, Essex
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“small amount of which is attrib-

utable to the very fact of their celi-
‘bacy. Married priests might then
~appear as little different from the -

~Anglican vicar with his (or her)
spouse and children, and a con-
- sequence ofthis, I'd suggest, would
‘be even more loss of laity to the
Church. One might also feel un-"
-easy confessing to someoné fiving
fjm a nexghbounng family situation.

~ We can’t win by temporary fixes
of that kind, but only, in my opin-
“ion, by the restoration of almost
~ all we lost in trying to find com-
;;,patabzhty with our separated
* brethren (when they, themselves,
~ lost nothing). And we might start -
~in a simple way by bowing our
“heads at the name of ‘Jesus’,
.}*.scmethmg ‘Cathohc thai we aﬂ?;ii

: fused to do.

. The prxest is cehbate in 1mzta-»_-f_-:
 tion of Christ. Uniquely, the priest- -
ly order empowers him to renew
" the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross,
‘a gift of infinite value. He can
 also forgive our sins — something
even Ouz Biessed I ady canm)t

’\I his report ( ‘Aﬂow mamed‘-j

- The Catholic Times, 6th ] }an- e at R
ik uary), Tom Lomax wrote 0115',' RICRESERE
‘facts and feelings on the critical
~matter of the falling number of
‘parish priests in Ireland, as des-
‘cribed by Fr Brendan Hogan, co-
founder there of the Association
_ of Catholic Priests. Elsewhere, in
“the Letters page, three petsons also
jdeai with this important matter.
- Ttis highly likely that by allowing
,:;mamed men become parish
“priests the number of such priests
- would increase. But so would that
- rightful. and sincere esteem Cath-
“olics accord their pnests nota

:fYES it says in Gen 2 8- 21 “It
is not good for man to be
“alone”, and Our Lord says what
 he says in Mt.19:4-6, but GurLord
“was himself alone all the timeand
sometimes in trying situations as
well. He was alone so he cauid
gzve his all to his, our Church.
~ Amarried priest would be tom o B j ‘
‘between family and parish, par-
ticularly if there were several
“handicapped members. Apriest
- mightnotwantto drag his family
- into dangerous situations, or even -
~where schools are not as good as
others, Many priests will not have -
“housekeepers, as a woman, or a-
wife could influence a priest. A
wife may not be a’ble 10 help a
priest as she may be caring for
‘babies, children and aged grand-
~ parents, and these pesple must
not be neglected, and are'ftdl time
work. Other Christian traditions
than Cathohc also have cehbate'}_ ‘
: Clergy

tis mature men who beccme:
pnests, ot callow youths orboys
and who ought to be mature -
~enough in their adu}thood tobe
“aware of whether they are for
“priesthood, marriage or single life.
~ Sadly, notevery single person who
‘wishes marriage meets a pariner -
~ with whom they can undertake
‘the sacrament of holy matrimony.
- Our Lord, was celibate and mature,
However, I do think any vows of
celibacy should not be made too
~young, so that there is certamty,
i{ as far as posszbie, of maturity,.
Our Lord was not a eunuch f

, do Let s not cast our pmests in
the Image of the common man.

= Francis Reilly.
Orpmgton, Kent 2

_,wh at really matters.

know he did not marry.

'but normal and mature, even .
‘though it was unusual foraman
of his age and time to be single,
but he was mature and gave his
~ all for us. He knew what he was
~doing and saying. St Paul did say
_mmﬂariy, but all in other words.
This is good because the same
‘thing said in different ways -
strengthens the truth of whatis
- being said. I trust Our Lord and o
;_'he was mature | -
% Mrs Catherine Venture, e
St Austell Comwall o

ACE Mrs Farmer (Letters, The -
Catholic Times, 6th January),
1 have no intention of insulting
~celibate clergy, many of whomof
course are fine pastors. Butwhen
“the people of the Church are dep-
rived of the sacraments because
‘of an insistence on celibacy for-

~priests, one cannot heip askmg |

‘Incidentally, M m‘hew 19 11 1”' |
~cannotbeusedasa pmof~text for
_ Christ’s endorsement of priestly
celibacy. It is only so used because
it is taken for granted that Christ
- does endorse celibacy, and uses
~the term eunuch as a metaphor,
‘butin Greek it is not a metaphor-
“jcal term and it would beastrange
~word to use in that sense. One
brought up in the Jewish faith
would not naturally favour celiba-
cy and a eunuch could not, of
course, be ordamed in the Cath- .
"ffohc Church o
- Norcanwe say that Chnst hlm- B
 selfwas celibate, another unwar-
- ranted assumption. The most we
can say is that - as far as we

Martm Elsworth .
Landan NWIO' -



[image: image8.png]ular reader of The Catholic ’F:mes»
offer some further thoughts. -
~Iwas grateful for the generous

words expressed by two of your
correspon dents - (Letfers, The
Catholic Times, 6th Ianuary} about ‘

mv 16th December letter.

Mr E\emgan while Warnﬂy con-
curring with most that I wrote,
feels that, unlike him, I do not
accept that celibacy is a mn atwn
(mly for a special few:: i

~ Actually, I think theréi is scarcely
a scintilla of d1fference between

our opinions.

pnesthcod 1o say that he is cor-

rect in maintaining thatit cannot

be stated thatin numerzcal terms,

few |
Maybe thexe dre men who

might truly be called to cdxbacy |

but, living in our modern society,
have failed to realise that voca-

tion, or if they have heard the
call have fouﬂd it taa dlftmuit to ,

accept

‘In pmvmus txmes more men
and women entered rehgmus.;_ff
communities and from the mid
18th to the mid 19th centuries in
the Anglican Church many hap-
pily adopted a cehbate hfe mp’

commumty

 Today, Afnc:a apart not many

are coming forward. Perhaps in
the future such vocations wzﬂ
agam flourish.

That said, it is all too obvmus |

that thero is now a serious short»

age of men entering the priest--
hood and so it surely foolish - -

even scandalous? ~ that the west-

_em Cath&hc Church IS reﬁxsmg N

. B NCE the conespondence ,
. about the Catholic Church

'-.perhapq allowing pne%ts
_to marry persists in your -
columns. ‘may this Anglican
priest - albeit an admirer and reg-

'to use. thc pnestly talents of exX~ |
perienced and committed priests
~ who have married, while disre-
gardmg they probable vocations
‘of young men who have not felt
_a call to celibacy. AR ;
. Those who emphamse the ne-
'_.ces«lty of an all celibate priest-
* hood mastly argue that those of

‘adifferent opinion disparage the
celibate state but Tam sure that X
_,thlsxsnotso i )
- -Mrs Venture retumb to your |
e .-]_ipage bravely to reiterate her
~ardent support for smgle prxests B
only | ~ 7

However, T am compelled to

- ;,say she did not try to respond to.
- any of the arguments I fielded in
- my recent Ietter or the similar

| *‘_.ﬂ'_..'ietter pubhshed some months*

1 merely thaught it iazr to F1 |
Sterey, champion of an all celibate

ago.
Dare I ask éoes she censlder

".'-fthat Eastern rite married priests |
~are an aberration to be rectified,
- orisitall too chstam to be thought |
celibacy is the V{}catzon Of only a

abaut? 55
Lastly one of your correspon-

. ,dents suggests that people may
be reluctant to make their con-

fession to a married priest. .

Actudlly, I think it likely that
many. pemtents already choose
~a priest likely to be helpful and
- supportive: and only those living
‘in isolated urcumstanaes have '.

no chome

~ But surely any przest smgle or f_
-,;mamed knows he is bound by
~ the seal of confidentiality: so really
* no problem here. I have not heard
of Anghcan penitents reluctant
“about a married priest hearing
~their confessmn and mmxstermg '_
ﬁ-absolunon gk
' Rev Rabertw Norwood ',
R Londgn Ell

ARTI\I LLSWOR’IH ‘ac-:
| knowiedges our cehbate
‘clergy many of whom of course
.i’vare ﬁnc pastorq but mamtams

.‘_“One bmught up in the }eWISh
~faith would not naturally fav-
~our celibacy”, concluding: “Nor
~can we say that Christ himself
was celibate, another unwarrant-
~ed assumption”, and that “the
_most we can say is that - as far as
~we know - he did not marry”
(Letters, Tize Cmizalzc F imes, 13th |

January).

, However }esue, w*as a eexual
revolutionary in that he was the
bridegroom who mamed the
- Church. 5
~ This is how the Gospels pcr» ]
tray Our Lord, and how the dis-
ciples understood his cultural}.v
atypical demsxon tc remam un-
‘married. ko)
 The Hebrew Scmpturcs partray
Israel as the Wdyward wife who;}-
. _repedtedlv spurns Yahweh, who
e repeatedly forgives her, andJesus
~was a sign of continuity but also
“discontinuity; while not overturn- -
- ing the Law of Moses he taught -
- with authority, as the bridegroom
God willing to give his hfe fm hlS .

beloved the Church.

The Jewish people are descend»f |
~ed from Abraham, but in Christ,
God adopted the whole world

into a spiritual famﬂv

Jesus says that Whoevu does»
the will of his Father is his brother.-i |
and sister and mother (Matt 12:
49- JO} the, Chnstzan prze«theod‘ _

,'no Iongez mproduced 1tself b10~
logically but spiritually, in “going
and making disciples of all nat-
ions” (Matt 28:19); they ‘husband’

their flocks and bewme spiritual

~fathers to many — that i is why we =
~call them ‘father’. o

~ Married clergy converts play a
valuable and valued role, but their
ordination was never meant to
overturn the new pattern estab ;
_'»lxshe,d by Christ, e -
 Alcelibate prxesthood is a mgn A’
of contradiction and a Lhaﬂenge
“to the woﬂd Whl(?h sa,ys H aant o
be done.

‘Thatitcan be, done isa tanglble E
sign of sacrifice and of the grace
of God, mthout whom we can
do nothmg

her letter, says she trusts him.

-~ Surely he was somethmg far
‘more than that - he was something
‘No man has been or ever wﬂl bej’f
agam True God and true man.
"1 believe this is why he never f
marrzed ‘and why I believe no}'_» i
‘man can stand in hlS place succ—

| Ann Farmer,'» |
Woodford Green, Essex .

“

essors. 10 the apostles yes, ,but I
~neverhim. |
 Her argument that marrxage :
_and a family would detract from
~ being able to function as a priest
surely fails when we think of sol-
~ diers risking their lives, or doctors
fighting ebola, or other dangerous }

diseases, and giving their services

in unsociable hours, and often
tal from home. 5 |
There would be an enraged .
: Gu&,ry if these groups were demed '
:mamage .
1 think many hke I do, vxth .
'V_mc)dern psvchulogmal insights
into married love, or actually
living it, feel that mandatory
cehbacv is an attack on human

- and sacramental rights, but has
~not been seen as such because
- of erroneous ideas about human
R sexuahty mhented fmm past cen-
UR LORD was nota .
eunuch but normal
| ‘and mature” states
’\/hs Catherine Venture (Letters,
The Catholic Times, 13th Ianuary}
and for that reason she, in ending

turies.

I quote the repentant form(,ator EF
Augustme yet again, who dared -
‘to parody the words of Christ
from “They two shall be one flesh”
into “In intercourse a man be-
i _:comes all flesh” (Sermons 62.2).
~Would anv marrled man have P
.' 931(1 this? - ¥
- Rather they weuld attest to the»' A
~ truth of Christ’s teaching whxch "
-'Augustme $0O wamonly mocks.
| o Elxzabetthce,"» -
Lmten, Nr Maldsmne, Kent, P



[image: image9.png] They insist upon regulatlon Sl}it~
;‘able to abygone age.

The laity are leawng the Foid -

’5*’:;,‘m droves.

~ While the fﬂrmer argue the_ i
 rights and wrongs of clerical
 midwife,
We, the British, anmng for con-
~ Paul advised choosing men of
| good repute to serve their com-

_celibacy, the minutiae of services,

~ and so on, the shortage of clergy
' means that the People of God are
~ being deprived of their spiritual
 nourishment, that sanctlfylng

. ‘grace that feeds the soul .

_ These enthusiasts, with the best o
o mnﬂves aiming to insist that men

_ atrain, awoman on the platform,
realising she had suffered a seri-

_ servethe Alﬁnghty untrammelled

by family and other distractions
~ are responsible not only for the
loss of current practising Cath-
olics, but of those, aching for
sheer Beauty who could find ful-

B HERE are those, whcse re«l |
- spect for the Lord smothers
~ J&. anywould-be effort to in-
_ crease the number of vocations,

| ’{jﬁlment in the Chnsuan Falth

- Two secular exaxnples came to

mmd

Years ago, ina remote part of
Africa where child mortality was
~ serious, our French nelghbnnrs o
‘tackled the immediate problem
by insisting on basic hyglene at
_childbirth a clean mat in a clean
hut, attended by a tramed local, e
~oneis lucky to recognise a friend.

ditions acceptable to all, set about

| wamng for bedsteads, before deal- i
ing with the matter, |
Which admmzstxatmn saved o

most lives?
_ Afriend fell when ahghung fmm

ous cut, whipped off an expensive

silk scarfand used it as a tourniquet;

it might have been too late had
they wmted for the professmnals

Thxs does not mean that by;.

~ consecrating married men we are
_ diminishing the office, but it could
_mean that perhaps we could re-

vert to small parishes where the
laity knew one another and could

_ prove true neighbours.

The present system of amal-»‘

".-gamatmg churches results in

crowded cangreganons where

It should be recalled that St

 munities. The Lord himself, a

man alight with holy common
sense, allowed his followers to

-sample the corn and commended

David for eating the sacred loaves

when hunger bit on a Sabbath
‘Day

To quote Mgr Basil Loftus:
we must begin with a flexible re-
lauonshlp w1th love, love of God |

~ and of one another within his
Church because all together we

are that Church’.

Yvonne Fox,

Ahsbury, letshlre

OULD Mrs Farmer (Letters,
The Catholic Times, 20th

- January) kindly quote chapter and
~ verse for her assertion that the
- Gospels portray Christ as a “bride-
- groom who married the Church”

and his “culturally atypical dec1~f

sion to remain unmarried”.

This cavalier reading back of
~ our assumptions and preoccu-

 pations into Scripture is very typ-
ical of the distortions to which

- rehgmus attitudes are prone.

I agree that Christ pmbably »

~ was unmarried, but there is no
~ evidence for it nor for the belief
_ that he was celibate, nor can we -
| "saythathe everordamed anyone -

orintended to establish a Chﬁich. .

The institutions of the Church
developed out of the work of
Christ and the apostles, but their
| relanonsth to Christ's intentions

is often unclear and problematic~

which is why we should be scru-
pulous in respecting the context
and meaning of Scriptural sayings

that we want to use to support
what we take for granted.

~ Christ may have beena’ sexual
revolutionary”, as Mrs Farmer
~ calls him, but this hardly means

that he overturned God’s order

~ of creation. He is much more of
a religious revolutmnary, whose
revalunonary nature is seenabove

all in his relativising of all the

claims of religion to know God
rightly and teach his ways, in-

-cludmg ours' . -
e Martxn Elswarth -
London NW10




