The Tablet 
Priest shortage

Letter 13 May 2017

         
Regarding your report “Limerick’s day without Masses highlights priest shortage” (News from Britain and Ireland, 29 April), isn’t it time to speak bluntly about this situation? It is brought on by the refusal of the Church leadership from the Vatican/ papacy down to local hierarchies to allow married priests and women priests when there are absolutely no theological grounds to oppose either. Absolutely none at all. 

The time has come for demonstrations – at the doors of churches, with placards; occupying the altars immediately Mass is ended; disrupting the next conference of a national hierarchy. 

Michael Knowles
Congleton, Cheshire
20 May 2017: Letters


​We are all too familiar with the attitude that God always sends priestly vocations but it is our fault for not responding (Letters, 13 May). 

Maybe God is not sending us vocations because he is trying to tell us something; maybe that we need to rethink our ideas about the priesthood. Perhaps the blame lies more with those who could do something about the problem but who are not prepared to consider options that might mitigate it. I write of our hierarchy.

Are they happier that the laity should be denied access to the sacraments rather than change what is only a discipline, not a doctrine? If so, I think that we are entitled to call them to account before God for the neglect of the welfare of the flock entrusted to their care.

There are other options for providing more priests – inviting back those who have left to marry or for some other good reason and ordaining non-stipendiary clergy, for example.

The laity are not the only ones who suffer under the present arrangements. We are only too aware of lonely clergy, whose physical and mental health has succumbed to the pressures of work once undertaken by two or three priests.

Michael Knowles (Letters, 13 May) calls for demonstrations to confront the hierarchy with our deep concerns about their inertia. Let us proclaim a Day of Fasting to shame our hierarchy into action. Would anyone like to suggest a suitable date?

Maureen Jewess
Chelmsford, Essex


Michael Knowles raises a vital issue on the acute shortage of priests. It is pathetic that the only solution offered by the hierarchy is to close down churches or demand that aged and overworked clergy should now look after a cluster of parishes. 
What has gone wrong? Bishops are appointed by the papal nuncio with little concept of pastoral needs. Bishops are largely canon lawyers – not known for creative thinking. And to make matters worse, bishops have either minimal or zero pastoral experience. It would be a huge improvement if we could vote for bishops and deselect them when they have failed.

(Fr) John Nuttall
Worthing, West Sussex
