 

Priests who fall in love


Should Catholic priests be married to God alone? Credit: Jewel Samad/AFP 

SIR – The Daily Telegraph recently published a feature article (March 27) relating to the celibacy rule that is a condition of ordination within the Roman Catholic Church. 

As part of a movement committed to the acceptance of married clergy, we do not see that the married status is contradictory to priestly ordination; in fact, it may be just the opposite.

We have repeatedly requested that the Conference of Catholic Bishops of England and Wales set up a national commission to examine the experience of priesthood in this country, but our request has been ignored.

Apart from the principle of the right to marry, we have to face the increasing age profile of our priests, which has resulted in the closure of parishes in many diocesan areas. We have lost many good men who have been forced from the ministry by an unnecessary condition of continuing to remain celibate even though they have fallen in love and wish to marry.

The Catholic Church faces a challenge that it would be tragic to ignore; we must listen to each other.
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